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Debbie Pettinari
Agent

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433  Fax:  610-881-4432

Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©
CALL ME TODAY.

Hello,
neighbor!

900 N. Main Street., Bangor, PA 18013

News / Advertising Deadline
12 noon Fridays

Phone: 610-452-9234
Email: bvtimes@rcn.com

Owner - Michael Ortoski / Michele Hanna
Publisher - Michael Ortoski

Sales - Michael Ortoski
Asst. Editor - Anne Brown

Graphic Design / Photography - MM4 Corp
Feature Writiers - Peg R. Berger

Interns from  Pen Argyl, Bangor and 
Stroudsburg H.S.

All submissions become property of 
Blue Valley Times

Serving The Slate Belt, Lower Poconos And Northern N.J. 
Visit Our Daily Media Online At:

www.bluevalleytimes.com
www.facebook.com/BlueValleyTimes

Blue Valley Times

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT-BREAKFAST
 

 1ST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

8 AM – 12 AM 
Includes: Eggs made to order, French Toast or Pancakes, 

Bacon, Scrapple, Sausage, Ham, Pork Roll, 
Potatoes, Coffee/Tea/Juice

 CURB SIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE CALL 570-534-0506 
Cost: $10 adult, $6 children under 12, Free children 5 & under. 

Bangor Elks Lodge 1106
120 BROADWAY, BANGOR PA 

presents

Protecting Senior Citizens’ Access to Medications
By Stste rep. Joe Emrick

BETHLEHEM - Recognizing the challenges many senior 
citizens face when it comes to affording their medications, 
we recently passed a law that will preserve their access to 
the state’s PACE and PACENET prescription drug benefit 
plans.

Act 62 of 2023 prevents Social Security cost-of-living 
increases from making seniors ineligible for PACE and 
PACENET.

Current income eligibility levels for PACE are set at less 
than $14,500 for a single person and less than $17,700 for 
a couple. PACENET, which covers those individuals with in-
comes exceeding PACE maximums, is open to individuals 
earning between $14,500 and $33,500 and couples with in-
comes between $17,700 and $41,500. The minimum age to participate in the programs is 65, and 
they are funded from proceeds of the Pennsylvania Lottery.

Shapiro Administration Invests More Than $42m In 
Rail Freight Infrastructure
By Ed Gruver 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY - The Shapiro Administration is investing $42.5 million in rail freight 
infrastructure, with more than 300 jobs across Pennsylvania being created or sustained by 25 new 
rail projects in 23 counties, including the Lehigh Valley. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) announced the approval of the rail 
freight improvement projects that are expected to enhance freight mobility.

Locally Northampton County: 
Lehigh Valley Rail Management LLC: $1.8 million to rehabilitate 860 feet of track and construct 

3,500 feet of track in the Iron Hill Transload Yard.

PennDOT Secretary Mike Carroll said in a statement that expanding the state’s rail freight network 
will support family-sustaining jobs and connect communities to the global economy while strength-
ening local economic development.

“This is a historic moment to build out our infrastructure thanks to state and federal funding that 
will create opportunities for generations of Pennsylvanians to come – and the expansion of Penn-
sylvania’s efficient rail freight network and service will provide key mobility throughout 23 counties 
across the Commonwealth,” Carroll said.

Pennsylvania’s 65 operating railroads are more than any other state. Pennsylvania has some 
5,600 miles of freight lines.

The State Transportation Commission voted to approve the following Lehigh Valley and Central 
Pennsylvania projects through the Rail Transportation Assistance Program (RTAP) and the Rail 
Freight Assistance Program (RFAP).


