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Bangor Area
School District

Slater Standout of the Month Award

Bangor Area School District — Home of the Slaters
187 Five Points Richmond Road - Bangor, PA  18013

Mrs. Maria Bellis
Mrs. Maria Bellis has been an employee of the Bangor Area School district for 19 years this coming February. She started her growth 
in the district working in the cafeteria, helping nurture our students through nutrition. She also worked as a paraprofessional within the 
classroom setting, providing students with academic support and teachers with assistance completing a multitude of tasks. To date, she 
continues to contribute to the Bangor Community through her work as an administrative assistant at the Bangor Area Middle School. In 
her professional capacity, she is a critical component to maintaining the continued flow of a school day. Maria’s duties include organizing 
teacher and paraprofessional coverage, keeping up with student daily attendance, working hand in hand with Administration when order-
ing and inventorying building supplies, and answering parent, student, and staff questions; to name a few. She can also be trusted to pro-
tect confidential matters that she may be privy due based on her professional responsibilities. Overall, Mrs. Bellis goes above and beyond 
when anyone asks her for assistance. She will not only answer a question but provide documentation to help explain the answer. If Maria 
cannot find an answer to a question, she will research to figure it out a suggest a viable solution. Her work is meticulous and detailed help-
ing to keep all school matters succinct and orderly. On occasion she can even lend herself as a voice of reason; however, more often it’s 
her giggle that can calm a busy or stressful day. Her calm and professional demeanor, combined with a cheery disposition, help contribute 
to a welcoming environment in the Main Office. In all, she is a valued asset to BAMS and the Bangor community at large.

Mrs. Jeanine Brown
Mrs. Jeanine Brown is in her 25th year teaching history in the Bangor Area School District. She is not only an excellent history teacher at 
the high school, but also serves as the Student Government Association advisor. Working with students in the SGA,  Mrs. Brown is vital 
to building a positive building culture for staff and students.  Each year, she spends countless hours working with students to decorate the 
school with lights, ornaments, winter bulletin boards, and thematic trees during the holiday season. She is also instrumental in our annual 
pep rallies, homecoming events, and Bangor-Pen Argyl Spirit Week. Of note are the signs that have become a part of tradition here at the 
high school which cover the areas outside the gymnasium or hallways. The time and energy she puts towards SGA makes Bangor Area 
High School a better place for our students.  Within the classroom, Mrs. Brown holds students to a high standard where they are routinely 
engaged in critical and open discussions. Through her encouragement, whether in SGA or in the classroom, students leave our high 
school as better people. We are very proud to have Mrs. Brown be our December 2020 Slater Standout!
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Blue Valley Times
St. Luke’s Treats 500th COVID Patient with Monoclonal Antibodies

By Sam Kennedy
BETHLEHEM - Monoclonal antibody therapy at St. Luke’s has helped all Lehigh Val-

ley hospitals avoid being overwhelmed during the current surge, allowing certain high-
risk patients to recover quickly in the comfort of their own homes.

Granted emergency authorization by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, mono-
clonal antibodies block the virus’ attachment and entry into human cells. Infusion has 
been found to be particularly effective in preventing the need for hospitalization in select, 
higher-risk patients including those who are 65 years of age or older and whose infec-
tion, identified early, does not yet require supplemental oxygen.

Joe Kitchell, a part-time paramedic in New Jersey happily says he’s proof-positive that 
the BAM monoclonal antibody works.  

“I feel great,” he said recently, “and lucky to have gotten the treatment.” 
Kitchell, 52, came down with COVID symptoms on Christmas Day. His fever, cough, 

headache and body aches alerted the veteran first responder that he was COVID-sick, 
and a test confirmed that two days later. 

Continued on page 2

Drive-by 90th Birthday Celebration
By Sal Mariano

ROSETO - A surprise drive-by birthday celebration given by family 
and friends was held on Saturday January 16, 2021 in honor of Marie 
Vrontisis’s 90th birthday. Marie, the fifth of five children, was born on 
January 16, 1931 in Pen Argyl, PA to Greek immigrants, the late Cos-
tos and Nikki Vrontisis. She moved to Roseto in 1933 and continues to 
reside there. She played an active role in the operating of the Roseto 
Candy Kitchen and floral shop during her growing up years. In 1951 she 
was hired by Merry Maid Novelties (now Special Events Party Rentals) 
as an executive secretary and continues to work there to this day.  Marie 
is a faithful member of Christ Presbyterian Church of the Slate Belt in 
Bangor.

This was the featured article on Blue Valley Times Facebook Page on 
January 20th 2021 it has reached over 1500 readers in 6 days!

By CACLV
SLATE BELT - Nestlé Waters announced a $2,500 

donation to Slate Belt Rising, a program of Com-
munity Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley 
(CACLV), to support its work of fostering com-
prehensive community and economic develop-
ment in the Slate Belt Boroughs of Bangor, Pen 
Argyl, Portland, and Wind Gap. Slate Belt Ris-
ing brought together the four boroughs to col-
laborate and amplify their collective voices to 
help strengthen their ability to compete with other 
communities for investment.

“As a member of the Slate Belt community, Nestlé 
Waters was pleased to support the work of Slate Belt 

Rising,” said Eric Andreus, Natural Resource Manager at Nestlé 
Waters North America Inc. “The Slate Belt community has a 

rich history, and the work being done by Slate Belt Rising is 
strengthening the community through several important 
initiatives. We are proud to be a part of making a positive 
impact in the region.”

Since 2016, Slate Belt Rising has secured, leveraged 
and invested over $1 million in projects throughout the 
Slate Belt, across a number of project focus areas in-
cluding façade improvements, community events, youth 

programming, streetscape improvements, and municipal 
planning.
Most recently, Slate Belt Rising launched a Commercial

Continued on page 2

Slate Belt Rising Receives Donation From Nestle Waters


