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This column is exclusive to the Blue Valley Times
You’re in the car, and your fi ve-year-old is quietly 
looking at cartoon characters on an iPad. The radio 
is playing. You’re drinking your coffee and staring 
silently out the front windshield. Through no fault of 
your own, at that moment, you’re missing out on an 
opportunity to give your child valuable skills needed 
in kindergarten.

Yes, there’s snow on the ground, temperatures 
have plummeted, and it’s only the second month 
of the New Year, but kindergarten registration 
is happening now in school districts across the 
Lehigh Valley.    Registration helps districts gauge 
the number of teachers and classrooms they will 
need in the upcoming school year.   To 
register your child you’ll usually 
need a birth certifi cate, immuni-
zation record, and proof of 
residency.

Don’t be concerned if 
your child doesn’t know 
how to write their name 
or count to one hun-
dred.  These academic 
skills can be taught to 
them once they begin their 
elementary school career.  
The skills that kindergarten 
teachers are looking for include 
hard skills like phonological awareness 
(the ability to recognize and work with sounds 
in spoken language) but, says Linda Lasher, a 
kindergarten teacher at The Children’s Garden, 
they also need soft skills like being “...able to follow 
directions, attend for an appropriate amount of time 
and...play appropriately with other students.”

Kindergarten teachers are in agreement that 
social-emotional skills are the ones they need to 
see.  Without these skills, teachers, like Lasher, 
say, “Children lack communication skills to verbal-
ize wants and needs,”  therefore making it harder 
for teachers to teach academic skills like reading, 
writing and math.   

What exactly are social-emotional skills?  

According to a recent Pennsylvania Department 
of Education report “Social and emotional learning 

(SEL) is the process through which children and 
adults acquire the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to understand and manage emotions, 
set and achieve positive goals, feel and show em-
pathy for others, establish and maintain positive re-
lationships, and make responsible decisions.”  The 
state of Pennsylvania recognizes how important 
these skills are and has early learning standards in 
this content area beginning from birth (yes, birth!).  

Pennsylvania’s learning standards for early 
childhood are “research based according to age 
and development, and form the foundation for cur-
riculum, assessment, instruction and intervention 

within early care and education programs.” 
Areas include self-awareness and 

self management, establishing 
and maintaining relationships 

and decision making and 
responsible behavior.

How can parents help 
children develop social emo-
tional skills?  The consensus 
among educators is to put 
away your phone and talk to 
your child.   

“Skills children entering kin-
dergarten need are oral language 

skills.” says Shawnee Elementary School 
Principal Josephine Galloway.  “This skill is critical.  
While a child knowing the alphabet, numbers, 
and colors are all important foundational skills...
because we are entrenched in the digital age and 
families are busy, with more then one child, running 
around to work and activities sometimes it’s easiest 
to give the child a tablet or phone.  The problem 
from my observation is that it seems to cut down on 
conversations. Conversations that were happening 
when kids played with blocks or puzzles.  These 
activities foster more conversation between the 
parent and the child. The parent can offer feedback 
versus something just being on a screen.”

So in the intervening months until kindergarten be-
gins just remember to talk, talk, talk to your child. In 
the car, at the grocery store, or at a sporting event.  
Point out the things you’re seeing, hearing, and 
feeling and encourage your child to do the same.  

Jan Marie Schwartz

Education

Jan Marie Schwartz is an Outreach Coordinator for the Pre-K for PA 
campaign.  The campaign is supported by individuals and organizations 

across Pennsylvania who believe that investing in our children is the right 
choice and an urgent necessity.  She also serves as VP of Public Policy for 

the Lehigh and Northampton Chapter of PennAEYC
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Cub Cadet•Scag•Yamaha              Husqvarna•Polaris•Ski-Doo•Can-Am

storage to clean out cluttered spaces, 
or just make room. Easy access for storage 

F A L L  I S  H E R E
Time to start thinking about protecting your 

outside furnishings & storage 
of vehicles and motorcycles.  

Clean out your cluttered 
basements rooms & closets.

Come In And Check Out Our Low Prices And New Specials
INN TOWN
STORAGE

OFFICE
HOURS:

MON - THUR  8:30- 4:00PM
FRIDAY 9:00 - 12:30PM
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By Michael Ortoski
  HARRISBURG - Last week Senator Scavello joined State Representative Rose-
mary Brown and Representative Jack Rader in welcoming area students active in 
Future Business Leaders of America – Phi Beta Lambda. These Pleasant Valley 
and Stroudsburg students were honored by Rep. Brown with a Resolution on the 
floor of the House.
  “It’s exciting to see these students honing skills and investing in personal devel-
opment as they set their sights on future careers. I want to offer a special thank 
you to the teachers and advisers who help lead this program and provide these 
vital opportunities for our up-and-coming leaders” said Scavello.

FBLA Students Visit the Capitol

L-R front row - Sophie Sarnowski, Alex Harrison. Back row - Jana 
Sarnowski Committee Chair, Tony Zedar Cub Master pack 102

By Michael Ortoski
  BANGOR - Held at the Bangor VFW who is also 
the sponsor, Cub Pack 102 held their Pine Wood 
Derby on Saturday for all of their pack members.

Continued on page 8

Cub Pack 102 Pine Wood Derby

L-R  Kyle Thomas, Julie Rocco, Ashley Thomas (Owner), Dominique Bray & Shelby Hacker

Grand Opening of Six Ten Hair Studio
By Michael Ortoski

WIND GAP - New Owner Ashley Thomas 
held her grand opening and her ribbon cut-
ting ceremony sponsored by the Slate Belt 
Chamber on Saturday to a packed house.

“This is the largest crowd in all my years 
that I have attended ceremonies like this” 
said Senator Scavello who along with Rep. 
Marcia Hahn presented Thomas with a 
plaque for bringing economic development 
to the Slate Belt and Wind Gap Borough.

The new ‘Hair Studio’ is located at 102 S. 
Broadway in Wind Gap, on the corner of Me-
chanic St. Across from Gap Theatre.

“We are blown away by the amazing turn-
out we have today, nearly 300 visitors were 
counted” said Thomas thanking everyone 
for coming out in support of her new salon.

Take the time and stop by this new busi-
ness and welcome Ashley to our community. 
She did a wonderful job redecorating the 
space in one of the historic brick buildings in 
the borough of Wind Gap.

Continued on page 2
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BANGOR
MON., WED., 

THUR.
6:00-8:00 P.M.

DeFranco Elem. 
School Library

Rt. 512 & 5 pts. 
Richmond Rd. 

PEN ARGYL
MON., WED., 

THUR.
6:00-8:00 P.M.
Pen Argyl Sr. 

High School Library
501 W. Laurel Ave.

FREE
CLASSES

NAZARETH 
MON, TUES, 

THURS.
6:00-8:00 P.M.

Nazareth Sr. High 
School Library

501 E. Center Street

BEGINS
Sept. 21

READING
MATH

WRITING

The GED will be changing in January 2014, becoming more difficult, expensive 

MON., WED.,
THURS.

Free classes provided by the NCC Center 
for Adult Literacy and Bangor,

Pen Argyl, Nazareth School District
Call 610-861-5427for information

6:00-8:30 P.M.

Tue. & Thur.
Begins March 5th

Mon. & Thur.
Begins March 4th

6:00-8:30 P.M.

Tue. & Thur.
Begins March 5th
6:00-8:30 P.M.

THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS IS ORIENTATION
STUDENTS MUST ATTEND BOTH DAYS.

If a student cannot attend both days in March, they 
must wait until the next class session to begin in September.

Computer Training is included in all classes.
Adults who attend class, complete requirements and pass

the GED may be eligible for an equivalency High School Diploma.
Please contact www.GED.com for info about test.

Free classes provided by the NCC Center for 
College & Career Readiness and Bangor, 

Pen Argyl, Nazareth School Districts.
Call 610-861-5427 for more information

267 Five Points 
Richmond Road

March
Six Ten Hair Studio
Continued from page 1

L-R Laura McLain Slate Belt Chamber, State Rep. Marcia Hahn, New Owner Ashley 
Thomas, State Senator Mario Scavello presented Thomas with a plaque for bringing 
economic development to the Slate Belt and Wind Gap Borough.

Victoria’s Law Closes Pipelines for Puppy Mills
By Senator Mario Scavello
PEN ARGYL - Many constituents have reached out re-

cently urging me to support Victoria’s Law which, among 
other provisions, will cut off pet stores from serving as 
pipelines for puppy mills (facilities that breed puppies 
solely for profit). The legislation would also require that all 
pet store puppies be sourced from animal shelters and 
rescues.
I am a proud co-sponsor of this legislation, which is be-

ing introduced by Senator Tom Killion and Senator Andy Dinniman.
This bill is named after Victoria, a German Shepherd, who was forcibly bred for 10 years to 

deliver between 150-200 puppies. She is now paralyzed as the result of a genetic, neuro-
logical disorder called Degenerative Myelopathy – which sadly has now been passed down 
to her puppies.
This legislation is a critical step toward ensuring the health, safety and welfare of our pets. 

It also protects consumers from spending thousands of dollars on caring for sick or behav-
iorally-challenged pet store puppies.
As this important legislation continues to gain support and move through the approval 

process, I am hopeful for quick consideration in the Senate and House.
To learn more about what the bill proposes, I would encourage you to visit Humane 

PA PAC and view the informational page.


