
w
w
w
.
b
l
u
e
v
a
l
l
e
y
t
i
m
e
s
.
c
o
m

Scouts In Our 
Community

  page 10

Special Olympics
Polar Plunge

 page 11

New Welding 
Program Lab

page  7

NMIH’s International 
Women’s Weekend

page 6

FREE
SERVING THE SLATE BELT, SOUTHERN POCONOS & NORTHERN N.J.

WEEKLY IN PRINT AND DAILY ONLINE AT WWW.BLUEVALLEYTIMES.COM AND FACEBOOKVOL. 29 NO. 7 FEBRUARY 18,  2020

Tittles offers Rollback/Wrecker and Emergency Rd 
service. Towing in Saylorsburg PA, and surrounding 

areas, also long distance. 

7304 Mount Eaton Rd
Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania

(570) 992-6772

7304 Mount Eaton Rd

Affordable when you need it most!

INSTANT REPLAY 
SPORTING GOODS

31 W. 1st Street, Wind Gap
610-863-4600

instrep31@gmail.com

E N R O L L  
N O W !

Lead. Create. Inspire

2 1 2 3  W E S T  M A I N  S T R E E T ,   S T R O U D S B U R G ,  P A  
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FUSIA DANCE CENTER

New families can bring this flyer for $15 off your first month's tuition! 

Join FuSia Dance Center in their 8th 
season of dancing! FuSia's positive 
learning environment and nurturing 

staff provide dance education to 
both recreational & pre- 

professional students! With over 100 
classes to chose from including 

acro, ballet, creative dance, 
contemporary, dance basics, hip 
hop, jazz, jumps & turns, modern, 
mommy & me, and tap, there is 
truly something for everyone!

2123 W. Main St, 
Stroudsburg, PA

570-421-7895
info@fusiadance.org
www.fusiadance.org

MT. BETHEL TRUE VALUE
2165 MT BETHEL HWY. MT. BETHEL, PA 18343

570-897-(NUTS)-6887

FREEFREE
SERVING THE SLATE BELT, SOUTHERN POCONOS & NORTHERN N.J.

Blue Valley Times
Minsi Lake Dam Construction 
Project is Complete
By Michael Ortoski / Vice Chair Friends of Minsi Lake

UPPER MT. BETHEL - I am very pleased to report that the 
construction project that began two years ago with the draining of 
Minsi Lake has officially been completed. The Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission reported yesterday that the refilling process 
is now underway” said State Rep. Joe Emrick. 

Both Emrick and Senator Mario Scavello were instrumental in 
getting the funds for the project and are members of the ‘Friends of 
Minsi Lake’ who are the new caretakers of the lake.

The Commission estimates that Minsi Lake will be completely 
refilled in approximately six weeks.

Emrick recently sat down with Fish and Boat Commission 
Executive Director, Tim Schaeffer, to discuss the project while at 

the Great American Outdoor Show in harrisburg.  Go to this link to 
watch the short video http://links.pahousenews.com/q/ESfzzuvLHTr
UvbkyGI1r2hj6LaTtliITfdIlyZM6KcKR0P6RYrDN-WSHaLdQ.

Continued on page 4

SkillsUSA Competition
By Colin McEvoy on February 7, 2020

ALLENTOWN- More than 300 students participated in 
the District 11 SkillsUSA Championships at the Agricul-
tural Hall in Allentown on Jan. 29.

Career and technical schools in Lehigh Valley and the 
surrounding areas participated in the recent District 11 
SkillsUSA Championships, demonstrating their abilities in 
32 skilled trade competitions.

The SkillsUSA Council is committed to creating a world-
class workforce through professional development of local 
career and technical education students and partnerships 
with the local business community, to support local 

Continued on page 5

DiFebo Family Receives The Pa. Leopold 
Conservation Award
By Karen Brewer

BANGOR - The Slate Belt Heritage Center will hold their monthly historic 
presentation on Sunday, March 8th 2:00 PM. Featured speaker will be Richard 
DiFebo who will present a program on his family’s reception of the “Pennsylva-
nia Leopold Conservation Award”.

The DiFebo Family was presented with a $10,000 award along with a crystal 
statue for this achievement. When Mr. DiFebo began farming on his in-law’s for-
mer dairy farm, in the mid 90’s, the land needed some work to remain profitable. 
He realized that he needed to bring the land back to good health. He started a 
grass-fed beef herd and began converting cropland that had been prone to ero-
sion. Putting cattle back on the land would improve soil quality and by having a 
healthy pasture the need for fertilizer and herbicides has been eliminated. The 
DiFebo family also rents 65 acres from the Bangor School District where this 
practice is conducted. The site serves not only as grazing pasture, but also

Continued on page 2

Rich and Dohl DiFebo
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John T. Schimmel 
P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t

Serving Easton, Lehigh Valley, Northampton & 
Lehigh Counties, parts of Monroe County & New Jersey

• P. (610) 253-4000 • F. (610) 258-3294 TF. • (800) 370-8294 
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com

Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

Our company specializes in accounting and tax preparation
 services for a wide variety of clients. 

We specialize in:
• Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
• Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
• Corporate tax return filing

1400 NORTHAMPTON STREET - EASTON, PA  18042-4024   

Publishers Note
By Michael Ortoski
  An article in the Feb. 11 issue of the Blue Valley Times about the rock fence proposed for the Route 
80 S-Curve area was incorrectly attributed. The story was a combination of both an editorial and a 
story by The New Jersey Herald of Newton, NJ. The full story can be read at https://bit.ly/2Hk9lic and 
the editorial can be read at https://bit.ly/2Hi0opR. 
  This is a very important issue concerning our communities in the Slate Belt, Stroudsburg and North-
ern NJ. Blue Valley Times will be joining forces with media outlets in these areas to keep you informed 
of the progress of the ‘Rock Wall’ in NJ and the I-80 expantion in Stroudsburg and how it will directly 
effect you.

While supplies last. TV-AD-165351

Sale ends 2/29/20

©2019 True Value Company LLC

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.

MONTHBARGAINS ®OF THE

Store Name
Store Address
City, State Zip

9.99
DeWALT® 29 pc. 
Screwdriver Bit Set
Assorted bits and nut drivers 
for most projects. R 307 713 B5

29.99
DeWALT® 34 pc. 
Standard & Metric 
Socket Set
Includes 1/4-in. and  
3/8-in. drive sockets 
in case. R 202 751 2

YOUR CHOICE

5.99
TruGuard®
Knob-Entry Lockset
For exterior doors. 5-pin  
cylinder. Tubular latch with 
adjustable 2 3/8 - 2 3/4-in. 
backset. Choose stainless 
steel, antique brass or 
polished brass finish. Includes 
2 keys. B 221 801, 807, 814 F3

49.99
Bosch® 4 1/2 in. 
Angle Grinder
7.5 amp motor. Slim grip 
design. Includes auxiliary  
handle and abrasive 
wheel. R 253 879 1

29.99
Quickie® Flat 
Spin Mop and 
Bucket System
Scrubbing panels remove 
dirt from mop pad during 
rinse and wring cycle.  
Microfiber pad is machine 
washable. W 249 856 1
Mop Refill, 4.99
W 249 990 B12

39.99
Gleason® 800 lb. 
Capacity Hand Truck
D-handle with 10-in. 
pneumatic wheels.
T 892 304 1

YOUR CHOICE

19.99
First Alert® 
Photoelectric 
Smoke Alarm
10-year sealed lithium 
battery. E 210 431 B3
Plug-In Carbon  
Monoxide Alarm
Includes battery back  
up. E 248 182 B3

YOUR CHOICE

10.99
GE® 4 pk. HD 
LED Bulbs
Enhanced light. 15,000 
hours rated life. Choose 6W  
or 10.5W in Soft White or 
Daylight.
E 247 667, 668; 248 164, 165 B4

Mt. Bethel True Value
2165 Mt. Bethel HWY. 
Mt. Bethel, Pa. 18343

570-897-(NUTS) - 6887

7:30am - 7:30pm

NEW BULBS!

($60 +tax) BUY 1 MONTH GET 1 WEEK FREE
($108 +tax) BUY 2 MONTH GET 2 WEEK FREE
($135 +tax) BUY 3 MONTH GET 3 WEEK FREE

 Conservation Award
Continued from page 1

an outdoor classroom and public 
use trail with educational displays 
about the conservation practices.

The Leopold Conservation 
Award Program is a competitive 
award that recognizes landowner 
achievement in voluntary conser-
vation. Sand County Foundation 
presents the award. The Sand 
County Foundation inspires and 
enable a growing number of pri-
vate landowners to ethically man-
age natural resource in their care 
so future generation have clean 
and abundant water, healthy soil 
to support agriculture and forestry, 
plentiful habitat for wildlife and op-
portunities for outdoor recreation. 

The event is free and open to the 
public. The Heritage Center is lo-
cated at 30 North 1st Street, Ban-
gor, PA. For additional information 
please contact: Karen Brewer @ 
484-894-5661

Kutztown Folk Festival 10 Best Readers’ Choice Travel Awards
By Moreen Cycphers

KUTZTOWN -  Kutztown Folk Festival has been named a finalist in USA TODAY’s 2020 10Best 
Readers’ Choice travel awards in the Best Cultural Festival category. The folklife festival was se-
lected by an expert panel and is featured among the likes of the Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta, Fiesta San Antonio and Aloha Festivals in Hawaii.

The 20 nominees for Best Cultural Festival are each travel-worthy, offering visitors the chance to 
broaden their horizons, try new things, and connect with others from around the world.

USA TODAY’s 10Best.com provides users with original, unbiased and experiential travel coverage 
of top attractions, things to see and do, and restaurants for top destinations in the U.S. and around 
the world.

Vote for the Kutztown Folk Festival once a day until voting ends on Monday, March 2nd at noon 
ET. The 10 winning festivals will be announced by 10Best on Friday, March 13th.

The 71st Annual Kutztown Folk Festival runs June 27th thru July 5th 2020.


