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By Rep. Joe Emrick

Nazareth YMCA to Host Member Town Hall
By Rep. Joe Emrick

Recently my office and I have heard 
multiple complaints from constituents and 
members of the Nazareth YMCA regard-
ing issues over an increase in membership 
fees and a simultaneous cut in programs 
being offered.

The YMCA has scheduled a town hall on 
Wednesday, March 5, to allow members to 
voice their concerns. This is an in-person 
meeting to ask questions directly to the 
CEO of the River Crossing YMCA. The 
town hall will be held from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
in the Keck Studio at the Nazareth YMCA 
at 33 S. Main Street, Nazareth, PA 18064.

Education Highlights Second Week of 
Budget Hearings
By Rep. Joe Emrick

With the state’s acting secretary 
of Education acknowledging more 
funding does not always lead to 
better student performance, mem-
bers of the House Appropriations 
Committee questioned various as-
pects of the governor’s proposal to 
fund the state’s school districts in 
the next fiscal year.

During a day-long hearing with 
the Department of Education Mon-
day, committee members raised 
concerns about some schools hav-
ing budgetary reserves while oth-
ers struggle to make ends meet, 
waiting lists for students who want 
to take career and technical edu-
cation courses, the use of school 
facility improvement funding for so-
lar projects, and proper management of pupil transportation funding.

Other hearings this week included the departments of Agriculture, Environmental Pro-
tection, State, Labor and Industry, and more.

The committee will conclude its assessment of the governor’s proposed 2025-26 state 
spending plan next week at hearings with the Department of Corrections and Board of 
Probation and Parole, Department of Human Services, and Treasury, as well as the Of-
fice of the Budget.

The governor proposed a $51.47 billion budget last month, representing a $3.57 bil-
lion, or 7.5%, increase over the current fiscal year. The proposed spending increase is 
significantly more than the anticipated $1.3 billion revenue increase.

Budget hearings stream live at www.PABudget.com/livestreams. For a full schedule, 
along with video and highlights of each completed hearing, click here https://links.pa-
housenews.com/q/92o66h4uYM0XRW2c8Rv2UMuvtkxBM04K6IlZcOJYnZ0aW1lc0By
Y24uY29tw4gKkq9K_8Vc7ZgLsAAQ25haoSJKvw


