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Debbie Pettinari
Agent

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433  Fax:  610-881-4432

Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©
CALL ME TODAY.

Hello,
neighbor!

900 N. Main Street., Bangor, PA 18013

News / Advertising Deadline
12 noon Fridays

Phone: 610-452-9234
Email: bvtimes@rcn.com

Owner - Michael Ortoski / Michele Hanna
Publisher - Michael Ortoski

Sales - Michael Ortoski
Asst. Editor - Anne Brown

Graphic Design / Photography - MM4 Corp
Feature Writiers - Peg R. Berger

Interns from  Pen Argyl, Bangor and 
Stroudsburg H.S.

All submissions become property of 
Blue Valley Times

Serving The Slate Belt, Lower Poconos And Northern N.J. 
Visit Our Daily Media Online At:

www.bluevalleytimes.com
www.facebook.com/BlueValleyTimes

Blue Valley Times

New Business?? 
Want to get your 
name out there? 

New to the 
advertising world? 

Start in our business 
directory today! 

Call for rates
610-452-9234!

We’re celebrating Women’s History Month in March. Keep an 
eye out for these programs and others as partner sites highlight 
the creativity and achievements of women from all walks of life.

It’s Pearl S. Buck International’s 60th Anniversary! They’ve 
planned a year of special events including a gala, symposium, 
and “Living the Legacy” Breakfast. Festivities begin this month 
with a special exhibition of Pearl S. Buck’s fashion, Hidden 
Gems: Fashioning a Legacy (opens 3/15)

The History of Quilting - Women’s History Lecture at Daniel 
Boone Homestead (3/3)

Lecture: Ladies of 20th-Century Pennsylvania Dutch Literature 
and Illustration - Berks History Center (3/9).

A Conversation with Shanita Hubbard, Author of Ride or Die: A Feminist Manifesto for the Well-Be-
ing of Black Women - Historic Bethlehem Museums & Sites (3/14)

Day Trip to the Alice Paul Institute: New Jersey’s Crusader for Equality - Berks History Center 
(3/21)

Lecture: Stitching The Steel: What Mildred Johnstone’s Bold Needlepoint Scenes of Steelmaking 
Can Tell Us About the Worlds of Art and Industry - National Museum of Industrial History (3/23)

Conversations with the Curator: Lucretia Bradley Hubbell and the Gas-Filled Balloon Ascension of 
1855 - Sigal Museum (3/27)

Pearl S. Buck International’s Hidden 
Gems: Fashioning a Legacy

Formed in 1977 and housed in a country gothic building that was originally the Mount Bethel Pres-
byterian Church, the society gathers, preserves, and curates artifacts that reflect the history of the 
Slate Belt region of the Lehigh Valley and Pocono Mountains.

The church had its beginnings in 1730 when thirty families of Scotch-Irish birth settled in an area 
north of the Forks of the Delaware River, now Upper Mount Bethel and Washington Townships, par-
ticularly the villages of Martins Creek, Richmond and Mount Bethel. Alexander Hunter, an early leader, 
gave his name to this community, Hunter Settlement. Hunter Settlement was part of the land of the 
Lenni Lenape that was given to settlers in the infamous Walking Purchase of 1737.

In 1853, the Williamsburg Academy was built in the southwest corner of the cemetery. This paro-
chial school was the first institution of higher learning in the area, and offered such classical education 
courses as Latin and Greek. Jonathan Moore, an elder in the church and the first schoolmaster, was 
paid $300 per year plus all the tuition income up to a total of $400. According to an advertisement in 
The Portland Enterprise of June 17, 1876, the tuition was $7.50 for a 10-week term, or 90 cents a 
week. Many graduates went on to fill positions such as ministers, educators, public officials and com-
munity leaders.

Slate Belt Museum is open for free to visitors on Sundays from 1:00-4:00 p.m., spring through De-
cember. Go here for more info https://www.slatebeltmuseum.com/.


