
MARCH 9, 2021                                      BLUE VALLEY TIMES                                                   PAGE  11

Books to the Rescue; A New Chapter for the Allentown Rescue Mission
By Stephine Appel

(ALLENTOWN, PA) – The Allentown Rescue Mission enthusi-
astically announces the launch of its newest program, Books to 
the Rescue, in conjunction with National Read Across America 
Day. Books to the Rescue is operated by the men of the Allen-
town Rescue Mission to acquire, through donations, early learn-
ing books and distribute them to local elementary schools for the 
teachers to pass along to their youngest and most needy stu-
dents. 

This initiative not only benefits the children; it provides the men 
with an opportunity to help others in their community. The pan-
demic produced a major shock to education, especially for the 
very young. Early learning in kindergarten and first grade forms 
the foundation of the entire educational process, and reading at 
home with family members has been identified as a vital com-
ponent of learning how to read. However, local educators have 
found that many families do not have the resources at home to 
supplement COVID-limited school efforts. 

The lack of at-home supplies has resulted in the most vulner-
able students falling behind. Rachel Hudock, first-grade teacher, 
Clearview Elementary School, said, “During this pandemic, parents began asking for more books for their children to read at home. While 
I can provide great instruction, school textbooks, and technology, I couldn’t provide trade books to all students. A program like Books to 
the Rescue means that our students will be provided with more at-home resources to help pave the way for student success.” Books to 
the Rescue aims to get books into the homes of students who otherwise would not have access to them. 

The men in the Allentown Rescue Mission’s Transformation Program will collect, catalog, classify and organize the donated books for 
distribution. Books to the Rescue provides a way for the men to give back to the community that has so generously blessed them during 
their stay at the Allentown Rescue Mission. The Allentown Rescue Mission asks donors to drop off pre-school and elementary level books 
at its location, 355 Hamilton Street, Allentown. The books collected will help the youngest generation learn to read and help homeless 
men develop a sense of responsibility to their community. For more information, please visit allentownrescuemission.org/books-to-the-
rescue. Inquiries can be made at books@armpa.org.

Vaccines For 
Pre-K Educators
By Mary P. Hall

HARRISBURG - Governor 
Tom Wolf and the Legislative 
COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force 
announced a special initiative to 
prioritize vaccinating Pennsyl-
vania’s education professionals, 
including early childhood educa-
tors and child care providers.

Last week the Food and Drug 
Administration and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion authorized the one-dose 
Johnson & Johnson (J&J) CO-
VID-19 vaccine for emergency 
use. Under this special initiative, 
PreK-12 school staff and child-
care program workers will be the 
first individuals in Pennsylvania 
eligible to receive the doses as 
early as mid-March.

This special initiative includes 
early childhood educators and 
staff age 18 and older who are 
employed by a public or non-
public PreK-12 school entity, 
and early childhood program 
workers age 18 and older who 
work in the following settings: 
Child Care; Part Day School 
Age Programs; Home Visiting 
Programs; Early Intervention; 
and Early Childhood programs 
including Head Start/Early Head 
Start, Pre-K, and Family Cen-
ters. Early childhood staff from 
Philadelphia are covered in the 
distribution plan directed by the 
Philadelphia Department of 
Health and are not included in 
this special initiative.

Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) staff who are directly 
employed by PreK-12 public 
and non-public schools or Inter-
mediate Units (IUs) will receive 
additional information from their 
employers. The Departments 
of Health and Education and 
PEMA are working with the IUs 
to set up dedicated vaccination 
sites for PreK-12 staff across 
the state.  More info go to 

www.pakeys.org


