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Martin Guitar Charitable Foundation 
Accept proposals for 2024 grants from June 1 through Aug. 31.

By Martin Guitar
NAZARETH, Pa. — The Martin Guitar Charitable Founda-

tion awarded $485,500 in grants to local and national nonprofit 
groups in 2023, among them some of the Lehigh Valley’s biggest 
arts organizations.

Grants of $1,000 to $35,000 per organization were awarded in 
2023 to more than 60 local groups.

The funds support acoustic-guitar music and education; com-
munity activity in the Nazareth area, where Martin Guitar is 
based; education, arts and culture; and help for poor, hungry and 
homeless people in the Lehigh Valley, and other causes.

Among local grant winners were the Allentown Art Museum, 
Allentown Rescue Mission, ArtsQuest, Bloom for Women, 
Community Bike Works, Godfrey Daniels, Moravian University, 
Touchstone Theater and the Wildlands Conservancy. A complete 
list is available in a statement from the foundation.

Also, 18 national arts organizations and programs for acous-
tic-guitar education and research received grants. They include 
Boston University, Birthplace of Country Music (Virginia) and the 
Musical Instrument Museum (Arizona).

The foundation was started in 1996 by C.F. Martin IV. It gives 
to non-profit music, arts, education, environmental action and 
human-services groups. It does not fund political or religious or-
ganizations.

The foundation will accept proposals for 2024 grants from 
June 1 through Aug. 31.

C.F. Martin IV was chief executive of the family company until 
2021, when he became executive chairman. He was succeeded 
as CEO by Thomas Ripsam, a guitar player and former partner 
at PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Martin Guitar was founded in 1833. Music stars including Hank 
Williams, Elvis Presley, Bob Dylan, John Lennon and many oth-
ers have played Martin instruments.

Over $1.2 Million in Grant Funding for Affordable Housing In Northampton County
By Office of Senator Lisa Boscola

BETHLEHEM - State Senator Lisa Boscola today announced a total 
of $1,220,374 in funding for two grants to promote affordable housing in 
Northampton County through the HOME Investment Partnership Program 
(HOME).

“This important investment of HOME funding to Northampton County will 
allow Community Action Lehigh Valley to continue its efforts to provide af-
fordable housing opportunities for residents of Northampton County,” Sena-
tor Boscola stated.  “Accessible and affordable housing has become a great 
concern for more and more families and the HOME funding will help address 
this critical issue.”

The two grants announced:
• $1,138,814 to Northampton County Commissioners for homebuyer con-

struction in partnership with Community Action 
Lehigh Valley

• $81,560 to Northampton County for a Com-
munity Housing Development Organization op-
erating grant on behalf of Community Action Le-
high Valley.

HOME Program funds can be used in a va-
riety of ways to address critical housing needs, 
including market-oriented approaches that offer 
opportunities such as homeownership or rental 
activities to revitalize communities with new in-

vestment.  The PA Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) receives HOME 
prog�

Statewide, $12,190,423 in funding through the HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) was distributed by DCED to support affordable housing for Pennsyl-
vanians in 20 counties.


