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March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month
By Rep. Joe Emrick

Colorectal cancer is the second 
deadliest cancer in the United States 
despite it being highly preventable 
with screening.

One in 24 people will be diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer in their 
lifetime, according to the Colorectal 
Cancer Alliance. The federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) reports the most effective way 
to reduce the risk of colorectal can-
cer is routine screening, beginning at 
age 45, for people who are at aver-
age risk.

Screening tests can find precan-
cerous polyps so they can be removed before they turn into cancer. Colorectal cancer 
can also be found early by the screenings, when treatment is most effective.

You can find more resources about early and regular screenings here. There are vari-
ous types of screening tests available; talk to your doctor about which test is right for 
you. To prepare yourself for a conversation with your physician, a helpful collection of 
information supplied by the CDC can be found here https://links.pahousenews.com/q/
DUY44WeUHb0XtZwT7QY1I9hu7fTCbCBOwUrZcOJYnZ0aW1lc0ByY24uY29tw4go1
ZJgDVocaG0LSo03lEJauaVXTA.

Application Deadline Approaching for 2025 
Pennsylvania House Scholarship
By Rep. Joe Emrick

High school seniors interested in 
receiving financial assistance to help 
pay for college still have time to apply 
for the Pennsylvania House of Repre-
sentatives’ Scholarship. The deadline 
is April 15.

Each year the program awards a 
four-year scholarship to two students 
preparing for post-secondary edu-
cation. It is open to graduating high 
school seniors who are Pennsylvania 
residents with plans to attend a Penn-
sylvania college, university or career 
school as a full-time student.

To qualify, students must have at-
tained a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average in high school. Other factors 
taken into consideration for the awards are a student’s commitment to community, lead-
ership qualities, extracurricular activities and financial need.

The scholarship program is administered through the Foundation for Enhancing 
Communities. Click here for more information and an application.

The scholarship is privately funded by individual and corporate donors; no tax or 
other public funds are used. Scholarships are awarded through an independent panel 
of judges chosen by the foundation.


