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By Rep. Joe Emrick

Introducing Our Youth to Trout Fishing!
By Rep. Joe Emrick

Just a reminder next Saturday, March 29, is 
Mentored Youth Trout Fishing Day across the 
commonwealth.

To participate, youth anglers (those under the 
age of 16) must have either a free Mentored Youth 
Permit or a Voluntary Youth Fishing License. More 
information about the mentored youth program, 
as well as a link to obtain a permit or license, is 
available here.

The following Saturday, April 5, is the first day 
of trout season. If you haven’t already, be sure to 
buy your fishing licenses and permits and get your gear organized. Visit the Pennsyl-
vania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) online at fishandboat.com or the FishBoatPA 
mobile app for more information.

March 25 is National Medal of Honor Day
By Rep. Joe Emrick

National Medal of Honor Day, celebrated an-
nually on March 25, recognizes all recipients of 
the Medal of Honor, the highest military award for 
valor in the United States.

Created in 1861 to honor six members of “An-
drews’ Raiders” for their volunteering and partici-
pation during an American Civil War raid in April 
of 1862, commonly known as “The Great Loco-
motive Chase,” the medal has been awarded to 
3,528 of our nation’s soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
Marines and coastguardsmen.

Out of the 3,528 recipients, there are 382 from Pennsylvania, with all but Walter Jo-
seph Marm Jr. being deceased. Marm earned his Medal of Honor while a first lieutenant 
and platoon leader in the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in Vietnam on Nov. 14, 1965, 
during the Battle of Ia Drang, which was dramatized in the movie “We Were Soldiers.” 
The battle was the first major clash – and one of the bloodiest and fiercest - between 
U.S. soldiers and North Vietnamese troops during the Vietnam War. It was also the first 
use of air cavalry in the war.

Let us remember the gallantry and sacrifice of every recipient of the United States 
Armed Forces’ highest military decoration.

Grow PA Scholarship Grant Program 
Applications Open
By Rep. Joe Emrick

The Grow PA Scholarship Grant Program, administered by the Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA), is now open!

Created by the Legislature under Act 89 of 2024, the program offers grants of up to 
$5,000 per year for in-state students who attend college in Pennsylvania, pursue a de-
gree in an in-demand occupation and agree to work in that occupation in Pennsylvania 
after graduation.

There are over 460 eligible programs of study or majors that lead to in-demand oc-
cupations in a variety of fields, such as agriculture, business, education, computer sci-
ence, STEM, nursing, allied health and criminal justice. Awards will be issued on a first-
come, first-served basis for the 2025-26 academic year.

For details about the program and eligibility, visit PHEAA.org/GrowPA.


