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Monroe County Is Celebrating The Success It’'s Seen
In The First Year Of Its “Fighting Fentanyl”

By Rob Manch 69 News

MONROE COUNTY - The program uses $7.1 million from a settlement with opioid companies to
fund drug treatment and recovery programs in the county. It's an effort made possible by organiza-
tions like Justin’s House, the county’s only licensed recovery home.

“Justin’s House is in honor of my brother. My brother Justin overdosed and died from a fen-
tanyl overdose in Suffolk County, New York, in Patchogue a few years ago,” said CEO Kenneth
Ramirez.

Ramirez said he’s 15-years sober himself, and he’s using the new funding to help others in their
recovery.

“They were able to give us opioid settlement grant money to purchase a van, and now we’re able : .t:.(lmr?f ?Jlrr';vi_-ifaigt:l':;:,;::FT-:E::?;,Lri—::flf.;f:dwm'w
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The Carbon-Monroe-Pike Drug and Alcohol Commission is also putting that funding to good use.
“Last year, Carbon-Monroe-Pike provided 25% more people the opportunity to get help inpatient,” LEARN THE SIGNS
said Executive Director Jamie Drake. “We gave out over 2,500 Narcan kits last year, and over 1,000 ?F A_N, OYEET?F?EEE
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The Monroe County District Attorney’s Office said it's using the Law Enforcement Treatment Initia- VERDOSE OR POISING 84 A) SAY

tive, or LET], to help low-level drug offenders. OF GEN Z(ERS) TH
“They have a police interaction. Well, instead of necessarily charging them with a criminal offense,
they could offer them a way to avoid that whole process by signing up for treatment,” said District
Attorney Michael Mancuso.
“We had 136 people signed up for LETI last year in 2024, and we had 71 people that had com-
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pleted treatment,” said Certified Recovery Specialist Stan Lewandowski. =
But Ramirez said there’s always more to be done. FAKEISREAL ORG
“We definitely need more safe housing. We also need more safe housing for women,” said F W o©fakeisreallv () B
Ramirez.

The opioid settlement funding will be paid out over the course of 18 years, so counties like Monroe
will have the chance to review the data and expand the programs that are working to help more
people recover from drug addiction.
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