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Efforts for Charter and Cyber Charter School Reform: Protecting 
Taxpayers and Creating Fairness Across All Public Schools
By Senator Rosemary Brown

As your state senator, one of my ongoing priorities has been ensuring that taxpayer dollars are 
used responsibly and effectively within our public education system. I’ve spent years working to ad-
vance common-sense reforms to the way Pennsylvania funds charter and cyber charter schools—
because while school choice is important, so are fairness and fiscal responsibility.

In 2022, I was honored to receive the Champion of Education Award from the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association for my 
leadership and commit-
ment to turning this issue 
into real, actionable leg-
islation. That recognition 
reflects my longstanding 
efforts to bring greater 
balance and sustainability 
to a funding system that 
needs to be rightsized.

We’ve made meaning-
ful progress:

Cyber Charter Reim-
bursement – A key ele-
ment of the 2023–24 state 
budget included $100 mil-
lion in cyber charter reim-
bursements for school dis-
tricts to help offset rising 
costs.

Special Education For-
mula Reform – Beginning 
January 1 of this year, we 
implemented a formula 
change that is expected to 
reduce cyber charter spe-
cial education costs by ap-
proximately $190 million annually.

These changes are already helping nearly every school district in Pennsylvania by reducing the 
financial burden placed on them when a student with special education needs leaves for a charter 
or cyber charter school.

Ethics and Transparency Standards – We strengthened ethics rules by requiring cyber charter 
administrators and trustees to file financial disclosure statements and abide by stricter conflict of 
interest standards.

Ending Misleading Advertising – We also prohibited the misleading use of the term “free” in cyber 
charter advertisements and now require detailed reporting of advertising and sponsorship expendi-
tures.

In addition to these reforms, I’ve authored legislation that directs the same principles of the special 
education funding formula currently used for school districts to all local education agencies, includ-
ing charter and cyber charter schools. This approach promotes equity and predictability in special 
education funding for all schools. 

These are important steps forward—but the work isn’t done. I remain committed and I support 
school choice, but it must be paired with fairness and fiscal responsibility. I’ll continue to lead on this 
issue in Harrisburg, and I look forward to working with educators, families, and fellow lawmakers to 
keep moving in the right direction.


