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By Congressman Ryan Mackenzie
Securing the Border and Keeping Our Communities Safe:
Apprehensions at the U.S.-Mexico border have dropped to a 25-year low—a direct result of the com-

monsense policies implemented in the last two months. After years of inaction, we are implementing 
common sense policies that are making a difference. Stronger enforcement is leading to fewer illegal 
crossings, disrupting cartel operations, and reducing the flow of deadly fentanyl into our communities, 
including right here in the Greater Lehigh Valley. These efforts mean fewer drugs on our streets, less 
strain on police and local services, and safer neighborhoods for Pennsylvania families. I’m also happy 
to report that I recently joined my colleagues in passing legislation that will increase funding for the 
deportations of criminal migrants. 

Unfortunately, some local counties in Pennsylvania — including here in the Greater Lehigh Valley 
— are continuing to reject full cooperation with ICE. Since my last update to you, this has resulted in 
yet another criminal illegal immigrant being let free from the Northampton County Prison while ICE is 
forced to attempt an arrest outside. I continue to call on the Northampton County Executive to rescind 
the executive order that is endangering the safety of local communities and law enforcement. 

As a member of the House Homeland Security Committee, I will continue working to strengthen en-
forcement and close the gaps that criminal organizations exploit. Keeping our communities safe starts 
with securing the border, and we’re proving that the right policies can deliver results.

Expanding E-Verify to Protect American Jobs:
By Congressman Ryan Mackenzie

One of my top priorities in Congress is making sure that American jobs go to American workers. 
That’s why I recently introduced the Day 1, Dollar 1 E-Verify Act, which would require all federal con-
tractors—regardless of contract size or duration—to use the E-Verify system to confirm employment 
eligibility.

Illegal labor undercuts wages, hurts working families, and reduces federal tax revenue. Expanding 
E-Verify is a commonsense step we can take to protect American workers and ensure taxpayer dollars 
aren’t being used to fund illegal employment.

This builds on the work I began in the Pennsylvania legislature, where I authored and passed a law 
requiring E-Verify in the construction industry. Under federal law, contractors who fail to comply with 
E-Verify requirements face serious penalties, including potential contract termination, suspension or 
debarment, fines, and loss of federal funding. These enforcement tools help ensure a fair and legal 
workforce.

I’ll continue pushing for strong, commonsense policies that support workers here in the Greater 
Lehigh Valley and across the country.


