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Water Gap National Recreation Area Announces $11 Million Infrastructure Investment Of 
Six Miles Of Historic Old Mine Road Will Begin In The Spring
The Seventeenth Most-visited National Park In The Country
 
By Kathleen Sandt / Public Affairs Specialist National Park Service

BUSHKILL, PA- Old Mine Road, on the New Jersey side of Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area, is about to receive a major upgrade made possible by approximately $11 million from the Great Ameri-
can Outdoors Act (GAOA) Legacy Restoration Fund.

The first phase of this major project will rehabilitate a three-mile segment of Old Mine Road at the southern 
end of the park between Mile Marker 6 (park boundary) and Mile Marker 9 in Hardwick Township. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in the spring of 2024 and be completed by the end of the summer.  

“This road project will modernize a vi-
tal piece of the park’s infrastructure and 
enhance safety and access while also pro-
tecting sensitive natural and cultural resourc-
es along its route and maintaining its historic 
integrity” said Park Superintendent Doyle 
Sapp. 

For the safety of park visitors and contrac-
tors working in the project area, and to allow 
work to be completed as expeditiously as 
possible, the following closures will be in ef-
fect for the summer of 2024:

Old Mine Road will be closed between the NPS boundary at Mile Marker 6/Worthington State Forest 
and Millbrook Village.

Turtle Beach will be closed for the season.
Poxono Access will be closed for the season.
Van Campens Glen will be closed for the season, including the upper and   lower trailheads. 
The second phase will rehabilitate an additional three-mile section of the road at the park’s northern end, 

from Mile Marker 26.4 to Mile Marker 26.7 and between Mile Marker 29.6 and Mile Marker 32.4 in Sandyston 
and Montague Townships. This work will begin in the fall of 2024 and is expected to be completed in 2025. 
Further details will be shared once construction schedules are finalized for this phase of work.

Old Mine Road is one of the oldest commercial roads in the nation and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as a Historic District; historic buildings along the route contribute to its eligibility. The road also traverses the Minisink National Historic Landmark.  Protec-
tion of wetlands and streams, the Middle Delaware National Scenic and Recreational River and its floodplain, and the park’s cultural resources are primary considerations 
in the planning and execution of this work.

Work will include milling the existing pavement, conducting full depth patch repair and spot base repair, culvert replacement, reconstruction of shoulders and line strip-
ing. The repair of the road surface, subsurface, and drainage systems will extend the life of the road, eliminate the ongoing cost of frequent patching of potholes and other 
temporary corrective measures, and improve safety for motorists and bicyclists, including correcting the steep drop-offs on the road’s shoulders.

In 2023, the park hosted 4.2 million visits, making it the seventeenth most-visited national park in the country.  For more information on the park’s infrastructure please 
visit By the Numbers - Infrastructure (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov).

For more information on Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, call (570) 426-2452; visit our website at www.nps.gov/dewa; or follow us on Facebook at www.
Facebook.com/DelWaterGapNPS and on Instagram at www.Instagram.com/DelWaterGapNPS.

The General Store at Millbrook Village is a nice place to sit on the 
porch and imagine life in 1880. 

Foster-Armstrong House & Neldon-Roberts Stonehouse, Built in the late 1700s, the 
Foster-Armstrong House boasts a beehive oven and a fireplace in every room.

Foster-Armstrong House & Neldon-Roberts Stonehouse, Built in the late 1700s, the Foster-
Armstrong House boasts a beehive oven and a fireplace in every room.

Old Mine Road is one of the oldest routes in the country.


