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NCC Welcomes VP of Workforce Development & 
Community Partnerships 
By NCC

BETHLEHEM, PA - Northampton Commu-
nity College (NCC) is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Shawn C. Thomas, Ed.D. 
as Vice President of Workforce Develop-
ment and Community Partnerships, bringing 
with her an impressive record of innovation 
and leadership in workforce education, adult 
learning, and economic development.

In this critical senior leadership role, Dr. 
Thomas will provide visionary, college-wide 
leadership to align the college’s mission 
with regional economic development goals 
to support employers, prospective students, 
and communities throughout Northampton 
and Monroe Counties. This role is respon-
sible for anticipating and providing solutions 
for the workforce development needs of 
partners in business and industry as well as 
community partners.

“Dr. Thomas brings a unique combina-
tion of strategic leadership, operational 
excellence, and deep experience in form-
ing community and industry partnerships,” 
said Dr. David A. Ruth, Ph.D., President of 
Northampton Community College. “Her pas-
sion for accessible workforce programs that 
meet the needs of our region will be a tre-
mendous asset to our college.”

Most recently, Dr. Thomas served as executive director of adult and continuing education and busi-
ness engagement at Rowan College at Burlington County in Mount Laurel, New Jersey, where she led 
multiple departments within the Workforce Development division. Under her leadership, the college 
launched dual-enrollment GED programs which allow students to earn industry-recognized certifica-
tions and increase their employability.

Dr. Thomas holds a doctorate in higher education and organizational leadership from Nova Southeast-
ern University, master’s degrees from Holy Family University and Temple University, and a bachelor’s 
from LaSalle University. She is a certified workforce development professional and has been an active 
leader in national and regional professional organizations, including serving as President-Elect of the 
American Association of Women in Community Colleges chapter at Rowan College.

With a proven commitment to equitable access, community collaboration, and lifelong learning, Dr. 
Thomas is poised to further NCC’s mission of building pathways to prosperity through education. 

Northampton County Sheriff’s Department Warns of Phone Scam
By  Jessica Berger 

Northampton County, PA – The Northampton County Sheriff’s 
Department is alerting the public to a phone scam involving in-
dividuals impersonating law enforcement officers.

The department has received reports of a caller identifying 
themselves as “Sergeant Walker” from the Northampton County 
Sheriff’s Department. The caller falsely claims that the recipient 
has failed to appear for jury duty and may face arrest unless 
they pay a fee.

This is a scam. The Northampton County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment does not contact residents by phone to demand payment 
or solicit money in lieu of arrest.

Residents are urged to remain vigilant and to report any 
suspicious calls or solicitations to the Pennsylvania Attorney 
General’s Office by calling 1-800-441-2555 or by emailing 
scams@attorneygeneral.gov.

David L. Doughty, Jr.
Northampton County Sheriff


