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*Scholarship Program — Each year, we help students in the Slate Belt pursue their educational
goals by providing scholarships that reduce financial barriers and open doors to new opportunities.
This investment in our youth ensures that talent stays rooted here and that hope for a better future
remains strong.

*Facade Improvement Programs — Whether it's a downtown storefront in Bangor or a residential
home in Pen Argyl, our fagade programs breathe new life into our built environment. Fresh paint,
repaired windows new signage — these aren’t just cosmetic upgrades; they are investments that
signal pride, attract customers and inspire neighbors.

*Commercial Lease Subsidy Program — Opening a small business is hard enough. Our program
eases that burden by covering a portion of rent for new businesses in the Slate Belt. It's a simple but
powerful way to support entrepreneurship and revitalize our main streets

*Streetscape Enhancements — Grant money also helps pay for new lighting, benches, signage
and landscaping projects in the Slate Belt towns’ commercial districts. With these improvements we
are reshaping how people experience their communities. These additions help make our boroughs
more walkable, more welcoming and more connected.

*Murals and Public Art — Art is more than decoration—it tells the story of who we are. Our murals
celebrate history, culture and community pride. They draw visitors, energize neighborhoods and
turn forgotten walls into focal points.

These projects didn’t happen overnight. They happened because federal dollars were matched
with local vision, collaboration and hard work.

Community Action Lehigh Valley operates 12 programs across Lehigh and Northampton counties
— programs that address housing, food security, economic opportunity and neighborhood revi-
talization. As one of those programs, Slate Belt Rising is a local engine for progress, and it exists
because our federal lawmakers have committed to investing in real people and real places.

Now, more than ever, that investment must continue.

As Congress considers future budgets, | urge our elected officials to protect and expand fund-
ing for Community Services Block Grant and the Community Development Block Grant programs.
These grants are not expenses — they are investments. They return dividends in the form of stron-
ger communities, more resilient economies, and brighter futures.

The Slate Belt is rising. Let’s keep it that way.
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ABOUT SLATE BELT RISING
Slate Belt Rising is a neighborhood revitalization initiative designad to integrate and
~apitalize on the substantial assets of the individual Slate Belt

GRAM COMMUNITY
ACTION::

Contact Brian Fenstermaker at bfenstermaker@caclv.org
or 484-523-0900 with any questions.

Saturday, | 11AM-4PM: "A Walk-Through Histery: Bangor at 150" exhibit,
June 7th Bangor's time capsule content on display, and heist demonstration
Su I"IdEH.I' Maon-5PM: Bangor 150™ exhibit and Bangor's time capsule display.
! Pasty drop from the Bell Tower after the porade!
jUI'IE 8th Bangor Alumni Concert-place and fime fo be annaunced
Tuesday, | soum gpm: Bangor 150 exhibit and Bangor's time capsule display
June 10th

Wednesday, |5PM-BPM: Banger's 150" exhibits and Bangor's time copsule display
June 11th | 6PM: WALKING TOUR in town starting at the Center
Thursday, 4PM-9PM: Bangor's 150™ exhibit and Banger's time capsule display
o }; 7PM Program: Memories of Growing Up Slater (New book) with
June 12t speakers Marc Blou and Mancy Trayes Broadbent
Friday, 5PM-8PM: Banger's 150™ exhibit and Bangor's fime copsule display

June 13th | 6FM: WALKING TOUR in Town starting at the Center

Saturday, June 14"
Sunday, lune 15th |
|

MNoon-3PM: Bangor's 150" exhibit and Bangor's time capsule display




