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April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month: A New 
Law to Make Our Roads Safer
By Senator Rosemary Brown

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month, and it’s an important reminder that safe driving re-
quires our full attention every time we get behind the wheel. Across Pennsylvania, distracted driving 
continues to be a leading cause of crashes, injuries, and heartbreaking loss

This past year, I am proud to share that we’ve made a major step forward. After more than a decade 
of advocacy, I was honored to pass Senate Bill 37, now officially known as Act 18 of 2024—the Paul 
Miller, Jr. Law.

This law is named in memory of Paul Miller, Jr., a young man from Monroe County who tragically 
lost his life when a distracted tractor-trailer driver struck his vehicle on Route 33. Paul’s parents, Paul 
and Eileen Miller, have been unwavering partners throughout this journey.

The Paul Miller, Jr. Law limits the use of handheld cellphones and other communication devices 
while driving. Drivers can still use hands-free technology like Bluetooth, docking stations, or speaker 
systems—as long as your phone use is “hands-free”.

In 2023 alone, Pennsylvania saw more than 11,000 crashes involving distracted drivers, and in 
2022, fatalities from distracted driving reached a decade high. With this new law, Pennsylvania joins 
26 other states, including all our neighboring states, that have enacted a “hands-free” driving law.

Passing this bill has been a long journey, but it was a battle worth fighting—and winning—for the 
safety of our roads. The Paul Miller, Jr. Law will take effect on June 5, 2024. As we observe Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month, I encourage every Pennsylvanian to stay focused and stay safe.

Remember, two hands on the wheel, two eyes on the road, and your mind at task.

Chestnuthill Township Opens New Regional 
Emergency Facility
By Senator Rosemary Brown
CHESTNUTHILL TWSP - I was honored to attend the ribbon-cutting for Chestnuthill Township’s brand-
new Shared Regional Emergency Facility—a state-of-the-art hub that will significantly enhance emer-
gency services for our West End Monroe County community.

I am incredibly proud to have supported this initiative and to celebrate alongside the Chestnuthill 
Township team and all those who made this day possible. Your tireless efforts have resulted in a lasting 
legacy for the safety and security of our region.

Congratulations to all involved—and thank you for your continued commitment to serving our com-
munity!

Roseto Park
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James Howell Eagle Scout Project. 
James is a Bangor resident and member of Troop 36 of Ro-
seto. He is currently working on a bocce ball court at Roseto 
Park. The court will be 40ft X 10ft and should be ready to play 
on in June. 

James Howell on right  working on his Eagle Scout Project a bocce ball 
court at Roseto Park


