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A Poem from the

Archives of Donald Jones
Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

A POOR MAN

He had a chance to show kindness to a lonely man,
And to lead an old one by the hand.
He had a chance to feed a starving child,
And a chance to show God to those in the wild.

He was wealthy with chance that kept coming his way,
He ignored them; then one day he passed away.
He lost his chances to do so much good,

It seems as though he never understood.

He lost all these joys while he was still living,
They could have been his with just a little giving.

It is better to help others while you can,

Than to hear someone say, “He was a very poor man”.

 Observations
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Great News for Pennsylvania Taxpayers

By Rep. Joe Emrick

NAZARETH - There is great economic news to report related to the state budget!

State revenue collections are more than $828 million ahead of estimates with two months to go in
the current fiscal year. But that does not mean we should be spending it all.

House and Senate Republicans came together earlier this week to stress our intention to devote
much of the additional funding to building up the state’s reserves for the next “rainy day” to help
ensure we can weather the next economic slowdown.

The Commonwealth’s revenue growth is the result of pro-growth policies and our commitment to
standing up for taxpayers — and standing against excessive taxes and spending proposed by the
governor over the last several years.

We will continue that commitment through this year’s budget negotiations. A final 2019-20 state
budget is due by June 30.

Please go here for more details http://links.pahousenews.com.

Government Done Right — Pennsylvania Needs an Upgrade

By Rep. Joe Emrick

BANGOR - House Republicans are devoting the month of May to giving our state government a
long-overdue upgrade.

Having “government done right” means upgrading to a more effective and efficient government
while providing core services. It means repealing out-of-date laws, reexamining the effectiveness of
some state boards and commissions, and putting a stop to the red tape and overregulation that has
tied the hands of job creators and hampered economic progress.

We kicked off the effort this week by passing House Bill 762 to require state agencies to designate
a regulatory compliance officer to facilitate better understanding of new and existing regulations and
boost compliance rates among affected businesses.

We also passed House Bill 509, which would boost transparency in the permitting process by
requiring agencies to post information online and create an accessible tracking system for applicants
to check the status of their applications.

Finally, we started a spring cleaning of sorts to get rid of some our most outdated, irrelevant laws.
These include measures that regulate when things can or cannot happen on Sundays, such as
movie times, baseball and football games and even playing music. Other laws we are working to
repeal include antiquated sections of our Public School Code and the Scotland School for Veterans’
Children, which closed in 2009.

You can read more about what we are doing to improve Pennsylvania’s government by going to.
http://links.pahousenews.com

Slate Belt Floor & Wal Covenng

509 William St., Pen Argyl 610-863-5741

Carpet * Braided Rugs * Linoleum
Vinyl Tile » Ceramic Tile
Slate & Quarry Tile « Hardwood Floors
Laminate Flooring * Wallpaper
Custom Window Shades & Blinds

FREEESTIMATES&CUSTOMINSTALLATIONS

Hours: Mon-Wed 9-5; Thurs 9-8; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-2
Lowell & Cheryl Grubb, Proprietors

Debbie Pettinari Please stop by and say,”Hi!”
Agent I'm looking forward to serving your
needs for insurance and financial services.

Like a good neighbor
State Farm is there.©

CALL ME TODAY.

106 S. Broadway, Wind Gap, PA.18019
Business: 610-881-4433 Fax: 610-881-4432
Debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

o StateFarm-

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Slate Belt Energy Services

SBE

610-599-8832

We service and Install
all brands and types
of heating systems.

24 hour emergency service

Low Interest financing. Credit cards accepted.
Certified in all aspects of energy conservation.
www.SlateBeltEnergy.com
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We will replace your:

Springs, Cables, Rollers & Sheaves
and make your Door Work Like New Again!

570-424-0953 G260

FuNeEraL HomMmE PC
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407 Belvidere Street
Nazareth, PA 18064

(610) 759-2650

202 West Street
Wind Gap, PA 18091

(610) 863-5429

Jane A. Follweiler FD, Supervisor
Patricia A. Werner FD, Supervisor

schmidtfuneralhomepc.com.
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extra cash when you \ \ 7

bundle all your insurance _ VA4 FLO ’
needs with Progressive. ‘m’ - /
Plus, enjoy other discounts %

like multi-policy, safe driver, \ PA’(T(:%’f: E

and more. Stop in or call
a local agent for a free
quote today.

SABATINO INS AGENCY
17 S ROBINSON AVE
PEN ARGYL, PA 18072

610-863-6033

robin@sabatinoins.com

PROGRESSIVE

Home insurance is pmvlded and serviced by American Slraleglc Insurance Corp. and its affiliates. This insurer is not affiliated with Progressive
and is solely resonsible for claims. Not available in all states. Other insurance provided by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates, Mayfield
Village, Ohio, and Progressive County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, Texas. Discounts not available in all states or situations.

911 Liberty Trail

By Gary Miller

HARRISBURG — Auditor Gen-
eral Eugene DePasquale said his
new audit of the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) shows the agency
could be further along in repairing
rough highways and fixing 2,829
structurally deficient bridges with
the billions of dollars it has been
forced to pay to State Police.

Locally in the Allentown-based
region DePasquale recomends
with additional funding, PennDOT
could speed up rehabilitation
of 2.6 miles of Route 611 in the
Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area, Monroe County
that has been identified as the
“missing link” connector for the
Liberty Trail. The $30 million proj-
ect is not set to begin preliminary
engineering work until 2024.

DePasquale noted that trans-
fers from the Motor License Fund
to State Police have totaled
more than $4.25 billion since the
2012-13 fiscal year, money that
PennDOT could otherwise have
used to address a growing list of
needed repairs across the state.
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Copies of the Study can be viewed at:

www.railstotrails.org/ourwork/wherewework/northeast/
news/nereg_news_2011_11_FeasibilityStdy.html

Liberty-Water Gap Trail, PA Extension
Borough of Delaware Water Gap
49 Main Street
Delaware Water Gap, PA 18327 |

Phone: 570-476-0311 ‘
Fax: 570-476-0380 |
Email: dwgboro@ptd.net ra“s-to-trails -

www.libertywatergap.org conservancy [
www.railstotrails.org

“More than 2,800 state-maintained bridges across Pennsylvania are structurally deficient and our
bridges average over 50 years in age — beyond,” DePasquale said. “That $4.25 billion could have cut
that list in half and if PennDOT could use all of the gas tax money for roads and bridges we could get
that number to zero in about 5 years.”

Under the state Constitution, proceeds from the Motor License Fund are to be used solely for the
construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of and safety on public highways and bridges.

The General Assembly did act to phase in a cap on the amount of money going to State Police
from the Motor License Fund. In the 2017-18 fiscal year, State Police received $789,580,000 from

the fund.

“The nearly $800 million that came out of the fund in one year could have helped PennDOT make
a significant dent in the list of urgent needs across Pennsylvania,” he added.

The audit also examined how funds are awarded through the Transportation Infrastructure Invest-
ment Fund (TIIF), which PennDOT administers with the help of the Department of Community and

Economic Development.

During the audit period, between Jan. 1, 2014, and June 30, 2017, PennDOT indicated the gover-
nor approved TIIF monies for 27 projects totaling almost $65.2 million as follows:

“While these may have been very worthwhile projects, my audit team was unable to find detailed
documentation explaining how and why they were selected to receive funding,” DePasquale said. “I
recommend that this program be revised to work like a competitive grant program and steps should
be taken to ensure all regions of the state have an equal chance to receive funds.”

The audit also recommends that PennDOT speed up the grant cycle for funds awarded through the
Multimodal Transportation Fund, which was created to help communities pay for projects that pro-
mote pedestrian safety and transit revitalization.

“I want to commend PennDOT for tightening up its internal controls, which are significantly better
than they were in decades past,” DePasquale added.

Visit www.paauditor.gov to review the performance audit for the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation or learn more about the Department of the Auditor General.

Editor’s Note: With the nearly $800 million transferred from the Motor License Fund to State Police
in 2017-18, PennDOT could accelerate or commit funding to many other important projects in vari-

ous regions of the state.



