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Give MOM Something She
Can Enjoy All Year Long!

MOTHERS,DAY,
Sunday May, 12th,
SPECIAL

- Large Knockout Roses
558 Lake Minsi Drive Reg. $32 NOW $25
Bangor, PA 18013 3 gal Trade Size, valid thru

Sun. May 12 (In stock roses only)
61 0'588'0222 OPEN Mothers Day

n \E@;h DISCOVER 9am-4pm

Flowers & Veggies
Super Food, Berry Bushes

Fruit Trees and Shrubs
Monday - Saturday 9-5

& Sundays 94 BlUSIManyAGifta
; «u., \

itemSslinfoudS heps!

Hours:

wrl )

Check Out Our Facebook Page & Website For Specials
WWW.GINDERGREENHOUSE.COM LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

L J U May 31st
10tn nunwaﬁsanv To
YW June 2nd

How do you celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
biggest and best Food & Wine Festival in the Lehigh
Valley? By bringing the most exciting party in the
nation to Bethlehem! This year’s Lehigh Valley Food &
Wine Festival, May 31 - June 2, will bring Mardi Gras
flair and New Orleans fun to the festivities at the Sands
Bethlehem Event Center. Festival goers will enjoy
New Orleans inspired dishes, second line parades, a
themed selfie station, festive beads and even a
signature Food & Wine event cocktail.

: , Buy tickets and stay up-to-date on new
Co-founders of TGAI Jim and Angeline . . .
Gloria present Brandon Martinho with restaurant and wine list additions at

an award and and handmade ceramic

metal for his efforts. www.lehighvalleyfoodandwine.com.
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UPDATE: School Property Tax Elimination

By Senator Mario Scavello

PEN ARGYL - | want to provide residents of the 40th Senate District with a thor-
ough update on the number one issue in our region: school property tax elimination.

Many of you are familiar with the history behind the continued legislative push for
a solution to school property taxes, but | want to give you a brief history and sum-
mary of the proposals currently under consideration.

Senate Bill 76

As a State Representative and now Senator, | have sponsored and co-spon-
sored a number of different school property tax bills. In recent years, | have joined
in pushing hard for Senate Bill/House Bill 76, the “Property Tax Independence Act.”
This bill proposes full elimination of all school property taxes on both residential and
commercial properties through an increase in the state personal income tax and an
increase and expansion of the state sales tax.

The last time this legislation was considered, the vote failed 24-24 in the Senate,
with the Lieutenant Governor breaking the tie to vote against the proposal. After the
failed vote, some supporters of the legislation discontinued their support of SB 76
and others lost to candidates who have not come out in support of school property
tax elimination.

SB 76 has been re-introduced and supporters are working to overcome the same
obstacles, including pressure from school groups and the business community. The
school districts and teachers union oppose taking away the school district’s taxing
authority and many legislators have opposed eliminating school taxes for com-
mercial businesses (casinos, warehouses, industrial complexes, etc.). While | have
repeatedly argued that elimination of school taxes will bolster and grow small busi-
nesses, others have spoken against “giving businesses a break.”

SB 76 currently has 18 co-sponsors — eight legislators short of the minimum
needed to vote the bill out of the Senate. We are hoping to secure further support
among new legislators.

Elimination for Owner-Occupied Homes & Other Measures

Many have asked about the state-wide voter referendum from 2017, where voters
approved expanding the Homestead Exclusion Program to allow up to 100% elimi-
nation of school property taxes on owner-occupied homes.

While the voter referendum passed resoundingly, the referendum was only step
one. Voters were simply asked to approve expanding the program — it did not auto-

matically eliminate school property taxes. Step two would require the Senate, House
and Governor to approve legislation to provide the revenue necessary to shift school
funding away from property taxes. Developing consensus from the legislature on
raising additional taxes to lower school property taxes is the ongoing challenge.

In response to the voter referendum, | have reintroduced my legislation from last
session which would eliminate school property taxes for all owner-occupied homes
(homesteads) in the Commonwealth.

This legislation is what is referred to as the “implementing legislation” to eliminate
taxes on homesteads following the 2017 ballot measure. An increase in the personal
income tax and sales tax — a smaller increase than what would be required under
SB 76 — would provide enough revenue for elimination.

While the voters approved this change, the legislature must pass legislation to actu-
ally make it happen. | have spoken with leadership and fellow supporters of school
property tax elimination in an effort to get a vote on this issue.

Finally, since action on school property taxes has proven difficult, | will be introduc-
ing school property tax legislation specifically geared toward seniors. Details will be
forthcoming. While broader elimination is the goal, our seniors on fixed income are
the most vulnerable in this whole fight. NO tax should have the power to leave you
homeless, especially for our seniors.

In Conclusion

Please remember — any proposal requires the support of 26 senators, 102 represen-
tatives and the Governor’s signature.

| cannot give you an exact timeline for potential action on school property tax
elimination. What | can tell you with certainty is that the continued obstacles are not
from the supporters of these bills — it's from the areas of the state that do not believe
they have a school property tax problem (those that receive higher levels of funding,
have wealthier communities or who have not had population growth). In addition, the
Governor has not officially gotten on board with any plan on any school property tax
legislation.

| would encourage you to reach out to the Governor and your State Representatives
to make sure they know how important this CRITICAL issue is.

Please understand that, just because you might not read something in every update
| send out, | am working hard on school property tax elimination. If you have any
specific questions or want further updates, | would encourage you to call me directly
on my personal cell phone at 570-269-6349.

' NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

May

COLLECTION EVENT

No Commercial, Business or Organizational waste will be accepted.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

18"
8:30am-2pm

rain or shine

Northampton Community College

3835 Green Pond Rd., Bethlehem 18020
Must enter from Green Pond Rd.

For a complete list of accepted household hazardous waste visit:
www.northamptoncounty.org




