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Handheld Devices Ban Takes Effect June 5
By Rep. Joe Emrick

A new Pennsylvania law banning the use 
of handheld devices while driving takes effect 
on June 5.

Paul Miller’s Law limits the use of handheld 
cellphones or other communication devices 
while operating a motor vehicle. The law is 
named for a young man who was killed in 
a crash involving a distracted tractor-trailer 
driver in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, in 
2010.

Under the law, driving while holding a mo-
bile device is a primary violation, meaning 
police can pull over drivers solely for the vio-
lation. For the first 12 months, the penalty is a 
written warning. Effective in June 2026, the penalty is a summary offense, which carries 
a $50 fine, plus court costs and other fees. If a driver is convicted of homicide by vehicle 
and driving while distracted, they may be sentenced up to an additional five years in 
prison.

Drivers can still use their phones if using hands-free technology, such as a docking 
station, Bluetooth or speaker technology. You may also use your phone to contact emer-
gency responders.

According to PennDOT, more than 11,000 crashes were the result of distracted driv-
ing, leading to 65 deaths and 6,700 injuries in 2023. Pennsylvania joins 28 other states 
with hands-free laws.


