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Paul Miller’s Law: A Victory for Public Safety, 
12 Years in the Making
By Senator Rosemary Brown

This week, I stood alongside Secretary Mike Carroll of the Pennsylvania Department of Transpor-
tation (PennDOT), public safety advocates, and the Miller family to recognize the enactment of Paul 
Miller’s Law—Act 18 of 2024, which officially takes effect on June 5.

As the prime sponsor of this legislation, it was incredibly meaningful to stand with those who 
helped make this moment possible. The new law prohibits drivers from holding or supporting a 
phone or electronic device while driving, allowing only hands-free use. It’s a commonsense, life-sav-
ing measure that will help reduce distracted driving and protect lives on Pennsylvania roads.

This legislation took 12 years to get across the finish line—a reminder of the power of persever-
ance and what we can achieve when we prioritize public safety. The road was long, but the outcome 
is one that will save lives and honor the memory of Paul Miller Jr.

Bill to Increase Firefighters in PA Receives Senate Support
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Pennsylvania relies on vol-
unteer firefighters, but their 
numbers are dropping – from 
300,000 in the 1970s to fewer 
than 38,000 today. To help 
ensure there are enough fire-
fighters to respond to a crisis, 
the Senate passed a bill that 
would reform the process for 
people earning their firefighter 
certification.

Senate Bill 90 would main-
tain the high standards to be-
come a firefighter while mak-
ing it less intimidating for men 
and women who are interested in serving their communities as volunteer firefighters. Currently, 
firefighter applicants must complete four training modules totaling 188 hours. They then must pass 
a cumulative test covering all four modules. The bill would allow them to be tested following each of 
the four modules.

Senate Bill 90 heads to the House of Representatives for further consideration.


