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LIKE US ON
Blue Valley Times

At Comunale’s Italian Market 

1 Mt. Bethel Plaza
2165 Mt. Bethel Highway Mt. Bethel, PA 

(570) 897-5630

• Weddings
• Showers
• Banquets
• Birthdays

• Rehearsal Dinners
• Corporate Functions
• Luncheon Meetings
• Funerals

Our Building Is Completely Accessible to All

‘We Do It All, No Stress
We Handle Everything From

Food, Venue and Great Service’

Areas Premier
Banquet Facility

We can accommodate guests from 35 - 110
‘Come Take a Tour of our Facility’

It’s easy to save some 
extra cash when you 
bundle all your insurance 
needs with Progressive. 
Plus, enjoy other discounts 
like multi-policy, safe driver, 
and more. Stop in or call 
a local agent for a free 
quote today.

SABATINO INS AGENCY
17 S ROBINSON AVE
PEN ARGYL, PA 18072

610-863-6033
robin@sabatinoins.com

Home insurance is provided and serviced by American Strategic Insurance Corp. and its affiliates. This insurer is not affiliated with Progressive 
and is solely resonsible for claims. Not available in all states. Other insurance provided by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates, Mayfield 
Village, Ohio, and Progressive County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, Texas. Discounts not available in all states or situations.

Slate Belt Heritage Center 2019 Preservation Awards
By Ken Brewer

BANGOR -The Slate Belt Heritage Center is pleased to announce the recipients of their 2019 
Preservation Awards in the following categories:

The Architectural Award is presented to an individual(s) who has performed an exemplary act in 
saving or conserving a historic building, place or artifact where restoration is authentic to preserva-
tion. This years’ award will be presented to Sherry & Gary Haycock. They have restored the former 
Conrad Miller house, which was built at the end of the 19th century. This house was in total disrepair, 
left to decay with trees growing up to hide its former splendor. The original clapboard was repaired 
and has remained intact. The original window and doors have been kept and returned to their former 
state. The wrap around porch was totally restored along with tongue-in-groove flooring. All the floors 
in the house have been refinished to reflect the original parquet wood. The kitchen has minimal 
updates, keeping the original sink, some cabinets and a fire place. Woodwork, throughout the house, 
was kept in original condition. Walls were re-plastered and a picture rail remains. All stained glass 
windows were restored and original radiators were kept with slate or iron scroll work toppers. The 
grounds surrounding the home have been cleared to promote the picturesque setting.

The Initiative Award is presented to an individual(s) who has shown exemplary actions in promot-
ing and preserving Slate Belt heritage through in-kind actions. This award will be presented to Mrs. 
Diane Richards, Mrs. Judy Bowley, Mrs. Ann Miller, and Mrs. Peggy Reimer, Mrs. Brenda Roth and 
Mrs. Cheryl Melnick. Known as “The Readers” for the Homefront Project, they have worked tirelessly 
over three years to read, summarize, rate and archive over 3200 Homefront letters. They spent 
countless hours at the Center receiving only the satisfaction of knowing that they were preserving 
a piece of Slate Belt history. The Homefront Letters book could not have been written without their 
efforts. Mr. Lawrence Rosato will also receive a certificate for his unending dedication to keep the 
Heritage Center maintained weekly. 

The Special Focus Award is presented to an individual(s) who has shown exemplary actions in 
saving or conserving traditions or a body of knowledge. That individual who contributes to educa-
tion information via documentation. This award will be presented to Mrs. Jacqueline Bartosh and 
Mr.Ty Bartosh owners of Greenwalk Trout Hatchery. Upon inheriting the hatchery from Mrs. Bartosh’s 
father, they have continually worked to keep the water shed clean and pure. The environmental 
impact of their dedication is an asset to the Slate Belt. The introduction of Nestle Corporation into 
the hatchery’s spring water has made their contribution more environmentally sound. They also run 
educational programs for elementary students, at the hatchery, and continue to grow the Greenwalk 
name. Their efforts have sustained the old fashioned way for a long period of time. 

These awards are to acknowledge individuals who have performed acts that promote and pre-
serve the culture and heritage of the Slate Belt. For their efforts in these acts, the Slate Belt Heritage 
Center will be honoring them at a public ceremony on Thursday, June 20th at 7:00 PM at the Center 
located at 30 North 1st Street, Bangor, PA. For additional information please contact Karen Brewer 
@ 484-894-5661.

DePasquale Calls for Pennsylvania to Act on Climate Change
By Gary Miller 

HARRISBURG – Auditor General Eugene DePasquale today urged Pennsylvania to do more to 
prepare for the impacts of climate change due to a lack of meaningful action at the federal level.

“The climate crisis will impact public health and safety, disrupt our economy and create new 
burdens on taxpayers,” DePasquale said at his third public hearing on the topic. “In light of how little 
serious work is being done about the crisis at the national level, states must make certain they’re 
prepared for these potentially devastating impacts.” 

DePasquale is developing a special report on state government’s response to climate change and 
steps that can better prepare the state for the future, noting that the problem will impact health, trans-
portation and other infrastructure, agriculture, forestry, and tourism – among other issues.

Today’s hearing was held at Widener University’s Commonwealth Law School. Witnesses sched-
uled to testify included:

•         John Dernbach, Widener University Professor of Environmental Law and Sustainability

•     Randy Padfield, Acting Director, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA)

•     David Buono, Jr., Consumer Liaison, PA Insurance Department

•     John Brosious, Deputy Director, Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association

•     Dr. Rachel Levine, Secretary, PA Department of Health

•     Allison Acevedo, Office of Environmental Justice Director, Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP)

•     Patricia Zapata, Organizing Program Assistant, CASA

“I want our state to be ready for what the federal government’s own experts say is already happen-
ing and what is yet to come,” DePasquale added, referencing a federal report issued last fall.

That report said that in the Northeast region, climate change poses threats to public health and 
safety from extreme heat and flooding; raises concerns about damage to aging power, water, sewer 
and transportation systems; and will impact rural communities, farming, forestry and tourism by alter-
ing ecosystems.

DePasquale’s special report is expected to be complete this summer. Learn more about the De-
partment of the Auditor General online at www.paauditor.gov.
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Ken 
Field

Owner of Slate 
Belt Energy 

Services

Ken Field is the owner of Field’s 
Service, Inc. and Slate Belt Energy 
Services. He has over 40 years of 

experience in heating, air conditioning 
and is certificated by RESNET and BPI 

in various areas of energy conservation. 
He can be reached at 610-599-8832 

or at www.SlateBeltEnergy.com   

Exclusively in the Blue Valley Times

Get Your Ducts in a Row
Air conditioning systems have a lot in com-

mon with heating systems but they also differ 
on some very important aspects. Most newer 
homes have a furnace or heat pump and the 
ducts are used year round. Many older homes 
were built without air conditioning and they may 
have baseboard hot water heat or radiators but 
they also may have a furnace that used ducts 
for heat and just didn’t have air conditioning 
installed. 

A system that was installed for heat only 
typically does not have return ducts anywhere 
but floor level and many homes from the 1950’s 
had no return ducts at all from the second floor 
because it was thought to be unnecessary at 
that time. As a side note, when central heat 
was becoming popular a few degrees of tem-
perature difference between rooms was not 
considered to be a problem. People wore more 
clothes and were just glad they didn’t have 
to huddle around the coal stove to keep from 
freezing anymore. 

In order for any air conditioning system to 
function and provide comfort, the warmest air in 
the room needs to be taken back to the fan unit 
and cooled then returned to the rooms. When 
the warmest air in the rooms is near the top be-
cause heat rises, and the return registers are 
on the floor, cooling will be poor. Especially in a 
home with NO return ducts at all from the sec-
ond floor. This problem needs to be addressed 
before a system is installed or you will be very 
disappointed. We see these homes pretty of-
ten and the cost to correct the duct problems 
is usually as much as the cost to install the air 
conditioner. There is no quick and easy fix but 
if you don’t get it right, you will still be using 
window units in some rooms.

It’s not rocket science and it is my belief that 
many contractors know the system won’t work 
right but they do it anyway because the system 
install is much easier than the duct repairs. If 
your home currently does not have air condi-
tioning and you are getting quotes to install it, 
just ask about air distribution and see what kind 
of answers you get. Cold air is heavy and dense 
and doesn’t want to go to the second floor any-
way but when there is no way for the air already 
on the second floor to get back to the fan unit 
it’s like blowing in a bottle. It will never work. 
Every outlet needs an inlet.

Catering for all your Occasions 
With over 30 Years Experience

85 Locke Heights Road ~ Bangor, PA
Phone 610-588-8377   Fax 610-588-9533

FUNERAL MENU’S
Hot & Cold Buffets 

Special Offer

Only $12 per person (cold) and $15 per person (hot) 

Weddings ~ Showers ~ Funerals
Graduations ~ Birthday Parties

Elite Gourmet Catering

Visit our Website: www.elitegourmetcatering.com
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Our Services Include:
Meal Preparation • Transportation • Lt. Housekeeping

Personal Grooming & Dressing • Overnight Supervision • Companionship

LICENSED & BONDED INSURED

KEEPING SENIORS INDEPENDENT
101 Timberlane Drive ~ Bangor, PA

610-881-4500 or 610-588-6000

EOE

Northampton County Legislators 
Announce Local Grants Awarded 
from Gaming Revenue
By Scott Little

HARRISBURG – Sen. Mario Scavello (R-Northampton/Monroe) 
and state Reps. Joe Emrick (R-Nazareth), Marcia Hahn (R-Bush-
kill Township) and Zach Mako (R-Northampton) are pleased to 
announce a series of grants being awarded to 15 Northampton 
County entities by the Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA). 

Established in 2004 as an independent agency of the Depart-
ment of Community and Economic Development, the CFA is 
charged with administering Pennsylvania’s economic stimulus 
packages. The nearly $1.5 million in grants are generated solely 
by the Sands Casino in Bethlehem and may be distributed to 
Northampton County.

The General Assembly members issued the followed statement 
in response to the CFA’s announcement: 

“We would like to congratulate these grant recipients, whose 
requests were chosen as part of a highly competitive process. 
Their applications are evaluated on a number of criteria, including 
economic impact, local financial support and project readiness.

“The Local Share Account grants support a variety of important 
needs in our communities including economic development, public 
safety and infrastructure upgrades. These grants provide a direct 
savings to the municipalities that otherwise would have to rely on 
local taxpayers for critical needs and emergency equipment. We 
are pleased to support these projects.

The grant recipients that are part of the legislators’ districts, and 
the purpose for which the grants are being used, are as follows:

Bath Borough - multi-municipal paving equipment procurement. 
Bethlehem Township - police vehicles and purchase of fire utility 

truck. 
Bushkill Township - police license plate reader program. 
Lehigh Valley Economic Investment Corporation - Northampton 

Community College culinary upgrade grant request. 
Lower Nazareth Township - fire company air packs. 
Nazareth Borough - life saving fire equipment. 
Northampton Borough - TOMCAR fire/transport rescue vehicle. 
Northampton County - Lehigh Valley Regional Intelligence and 

Investigation Center. 
Palmer Township - suburban EMS ambulance. 
Pen Argyl Borough - police vehicle request. 
Roseto Borough – new public works garage. 
Stockertown Borough - police equipment upgrades. 
Tatamy Borough - security and safety upgrades. 
Wind Gap Borough - municipal complex garage apron upgrade 

and sewer line study. 
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Boating Courses & Safety Certificates
By PA. Fish & Boat

HARRISBURG - Boating courses are fun for the entire family and 
are offered at many locations throughout the state and in your own 
home. People who successfully complete a Pennsylvania Fish & 
Boat Commission approved boating course are issued a Boating 
Safety Education Certificate good for a lifetime.

Boating Safety Education Certificates are required:
To operate a personal watercraft
For persons born on or after January 1, 1982, to operate boats 

powered by motors greater than 25 horsepower.
Any operator that is required to have a Boating Safety Education 

Certificate must carry the certificate with them while operating a 
boat.

Go to www.fishandboat.com for more info.


