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Shapiro Administration Files Suit Against USDA Over
Termination of FLPA Food Program

By Michael Ortoski / Food Operations Dir. at Mission of Love Food Hub

HARRISBURG - Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro announced that his administration has filed a
lawsuit against the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

The suit alleges that the USDA unlawfully terminated Pennsylvania’s Local Food Purchasing As-
sistance (LFPA) Program agreement, which is a $13 million commitment that directly supports 189
Pennsylvania farms and supplies 14 food banks with fresh, locally grown food.

Locally Second Harvest located in BATH Pa. who services 7 counties in Pa. including Northampton,
Lehigh and Monroe have been devastated over the termination of this program.

As a Food Operations Dir. at Mission of Love Food Hub in Bangor | was involved in the program for
one year. As the only ‘Food Hub’ in the Slate Belt, Mission of Love Food Hub bought the most food
product in the LFPA program in Northampton County $350,000 through seven different farms in the
program.

We service over 4000 families every week and fresh produce is always on the top of the list of re-
quests from our community.

The FLPA program to me is a win/win situation with 50% benefit to the people in need of food and
50% to help small farms stay in business.

When the USDA abruptly terminated our agreement without cause, they ripped away a reliable
source of income for 189 Pennsylvania farms — and cut off funding that would have helped provide
over 4.4 million meals to families across the Commonwealth. That’s not just bad policy — it's a broken
promise. A deal is a deal, and I've taken legal action today to ensure the federal government honors its
commitment to Pennsylvania,” the governor added.

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA) has administered more than $28 million in fed-
eral LFPA funding, helping food banks reduce waste, distribute local produce, and strengthen the
state’s food system.

The most recent three-year contract, signed in December 2024, was abruptly canceled in March
2025 without explanation, Shapiro office says.

PDA pays vendors up front and is reimbursed by the federal government once expenses are in-
curred.

The lawsduit can be viewed in its entirety HERE https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/
governor/documents/shapiro%20v.%20usda%20-%20complaint%20-%20exhibits.pdf.
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Senior Living Community
Mom is happy and I finally have some peace of mind!

We were at an impasse. We wanted Mom
to consider Personal Care but she

was dead set against it. She can

manage just fine, she insisted.

| love her dearly but worry

constantly. She reluctantly

agreed to visit Walden

Il and they suggested a
compromise. Independent

Living! She gets to retain her
independence and her dog and

| enjoy the comfort and security
knowing that help is always on hand.

Walden III Senior Living Cornlnunlt)r Wllld Gap, PA
Personal Care/Independent Living

Visit our web site at

Base Rate One Bedroom apt. $1,505 per mo.
www.Walden-3.com for a L & P

S One Bedroom with all services $2,300 per mo.
complete description of charges
for optional services. Or call Base Rate Two Bedroom apt. $1,655 per mo.

610-863-7059 and schedule a tour. Two Bedroom with all services $2,450 per mo.
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2025R COMPACT

UTILITY TRACTOR

+ Standard LED headlights and'fen

» Hydro transmission with Tmeou
for ease of use

- AutoConnect™ mid-mower d,

SAVE BIG DURING THE DEERE
SEASON SALES EVENT!
GET $3000 OFF?

SELECT JOHN DEERE
2 AND 3 SERIES
COMPACT TRACTORS!

158 Falcone Rd
Bangor, PA18013
(610) 588-4088
HilltopSales.com

Offer valid on qualifying purchases made 4/1/2025 through 7/2/2025. Prices may vary by dealer. $3,000 USD off the agreed upon purchase price of select
new John Deere 2 Series, 30 Series, 3E Series, and 4M Compact Tractors. This offer cannot be combined with current published finance incentives. Sales to
government agencies, company direct sales or other businesses/agencies that participate in JD Special Discount Program or Rental Business Program are not
eligible. Restrictions may apply. See dealer for details. Offer is available only at participating US dealers. Prices and savings are in USD. *IE, IR, 2R, 3D \u0026

3E11023E, 2 Series, 30250, 30350, 3043D, 3032E, 3038E, 3038E snow
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“We have the cure for
what’s bugging you.”

Serving The Slate Belt and
Poconos For Over 30 Years!

Tell Them You Saw It In The

Blue Valley Thimes

570-992-3487

www.LandLPestControl.com



