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Left to Right: Kristopher Yoder, Ken D’Encarnacao, Carly O’Malley

Meeting Baby Lincoln
By Robert F. Mateff Sr.

SLATE BELT - On the morning of April 17, 2023, our crews were dispatched for 
a pregnancy call and within six minutes delivered a baby boy named Lincoln. Both 
mother and baby were healthy and transported to the hospital afterwards.

On Wednesday, May 24th, 2023, Cetronia Ambulance Corps had a stork pinning 

ceremony for the crew that delivered baby Lincoln in April. The administration team 
and the crew had the chance to meet and reunite with the parents, grandparents, 
and of course baby Lincoln. 

Not only did the two crews who assisted with the birth of baby Lincoln receive a 
Cetronia stork pin, but they were also the first to receive the new Lehigh Valley Health 
Network stork pins. We would like to congratulate the crew of Ken D’Encarnacao, 
Kristopher Yoder, Alyson Wilder, Carly O’Malley and Evan Marrone on this special 
moment.

Father and Son Both Training to Become Psychiatrists at St. Luke’s
By Sam Kennedy

BETHLEHEM - In a rare and possibly singular occurrence in the history of St. Luke’s graduate medical 
education program, a father and son will be training at the same time to become psychiatrists. Father’s 
Day will be especially meaningful for them this year. 

At age 52, Alibek (Al) Suyumov, MD, is about to begin as a first-year resident in the Rural Psychiatry 
Residency at St. Luke’s University Health Network, following in the footsteps of his son Diyor Suyumov, 
MD, a third-year resident in Psychiatry. The Suyumovs came to the United States in 2003 from Uzbeki-
stan, formerly a part of the Soviet Union, which gained its independence in 1991. 

Diyor, the younger Suyumov, age 31, who finished medical school at Temple/St. Luke’s School of Medi-
cine in 2020, is one year away from completing his residency training, while his father is just beginning 
the journey.

Al finished medical school and a residency in dermatology in the 1990s in Uzbekistan, while it still was 
part of USSR. Though he found psychiatry more appealing, he chose to pursue a dermatology residency 
there, “because it was a trend among young doctors, and there was less freedom to choose” he says. 
“So, I didn’t pursue my interest for many years.” 

But eventually he did – after his son went to Temple/St. Luke’s medical school, the area’s first and only 
four-year medical school, then chose to specialize in psychiatry and, ultimately, matched at St. Luke’s, 
where he hopes to spend his career helping a growing population of patients. 

“You can make a big impact in people’s lives as mental health issues affect quality of life, decisions, 
motivation and relationships,” said Diyor. “Once you help a person’s mind it can improve their life.” 

Was this the son pursuing his father’s dream, or is theirs a familial link in their shared passion? 
For decades, Al practiced medicine in Uzbekistan and traveled back and forth from the United States. He took and passed the required USMLE (United States Medical 

Licensing Exam) exam and got his ECFMG (Education Council for Foreign Medical Graduate) certificate to practice medicine in the US. But he never worked as a doctor 
here. 

He pursued other interests here and was able to spend time as a learner at several of St Luke’s hospitals and physician practices. “I was amazed at how warm and 
welcoming everyone is. I heard so many good things about St. Luke’s,” explains Al. 

He chose the Rural Psychiatry residency to help meet the need of underserved population in Carbon County, something he witnessed often in Uzbekistan.
“Lehighton is great, and all the people whom I met there helped make this program number one for me. I feel like I’m part of the St. Luke’s family there,” Al says, grateful 

especially to Rural Psychiatry Program Director Andrei Vedeniapin, MD, Najma Khanani, MD, and Christine Marchionni, MD. “You can see there is passion in everything 
they do, from helping take care of the patients with mental health issues to shaping the new and growing residency program.” 


