PAGE 18 BLUE VALLEY TIMES JUNE 24, 2025

The 2nd Annual Pocono Mountains Flight Fest Will Be Held On August 9th

By Paul Morgan

POCONO MOUNTAINS - The 2nd Annual Pocono Mountains Flight Fest will be held on August 9th from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at
the Pocono Mountains Regional Airport. The event will include Touch-A-Truck; airplane and antique car displays; a children’s area
with hayrides, bouncy house and a candy drop; food trucks where guests can purchase food and drink; music and paid airplane and _oEg Moph A

helicopter rides benefitting the Vern Moyer Aviation Fund. Parking is $10 per car.

The Vern Moyer Aviation Fund was established in memory of aviation advocate and mentor in the Mid-Atlantic region — Vern Moyer.
Paul Morgan of Moyer Aviation, comments, “We established the event last year in memory of Vern to raise money to provide scholar-
ships for students interested in pursuing a career in aviation whether it be flying or mechanics. We raised over $30,000 for the Fund
and have selected it again for 2025 to be the primary beneficiary.”

Morgan continues, “Vern loved bringing the community into the airport to get them involved with aviation. We have created the day
to include kids activities, an area to purchase from food truck vendors, displays of trucks, antique cars, and aircraft, and the opportunity
to see the Pocono Mountains from the sky with helicopter and airplane rides.”

The Vern Moyer Aviation Scholarship Fund has been established to support the development, educational opportunities, and pres-
ervation of aviation across Pennsylvania. It seeks to elevate public awareness and inspire individuals to pursue careers in aviation,
offer scholarships to individuals pursuing a career in aviation, provide resources and technology to support learning in aviation, endeavors that safeguard aviation heritage, and
promote advancements in aviation technology.

Sponsors of the event include Papillon & Moyer Construction, Moyer Aviation, Hi-Tech Helicopters, Kalahari Resorts, Besko Outdoor, Pocono Manor Investors, Pocono Kanga
Roof, and TreeTrails Adventures. The event will be staged on the north side of the airport located on Rt. 611 at Hangar Lane, Tobyhanna, PA. For information, vendor applications,
sponsorship information, and the schedule for the day, go to PoconoFlightFest.com or call 570-839-7161.

Lehigh Valley’s Quality of Life Promoted in New Edition of Shalom Lehigh Valley Magazme

Byy Paul Muschick

LEHIGH VALLEY - Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation (LVEDC) worked with the Jewish Fed-
eration of the Lehigh Valley on a new edition of Shalom Lehigh Valley to introduce what the thriving region offers
for the Jewish community.

Shalom Lehigh Valley is a 48-page magazine that tells the story of the Lehigh Valley’s exceptional quality of life,
and the many personal and professional opportunities the region holds, from jobs to schools to fun things to do.
The guide highlights the strengths of the Lehigh Valley’s community of about 8,000 Jews and promotes the pro-
grams, services, community, and worship opportunities available.

“LVEDC is working with partners like the Jewish Federation to increase awareness of the Lehigh Valley brand,
which is critical for the region’s continued prosperity,” said Nicole Radzievich Mertz, LVEDC’s Vice President of
Marketing, Communications, and Research.

Lehigh Valley is one of the fastest-growing regions in Pennsylvania and the Northeast U.S., with a population of
about 708,000. Lehigh Valley is at all-time highs in economic output (Gross Domestic Product of $55.7 billion), jobs
(more than 340,000), and median household income ($81,000, higher than the state and U.S.).

The Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley publishes Shalom Lehigh Valley magazine every few years to shine
a spotlight on what makes the region and its Jewish community special. Readers looking to relocate from else-
where may be inspired to consider settling here, and current residents will find out how easy it is to get involved in
the community and the good it creates and shares here and around the world.

Lehigh Valley was ranked the No. 3 mid-sized market in the U.S. for economic development in 2024 by Site Se-
lection magazine, an authority in the field. The region frequently collects accolades for its quality of life, including:

Bethlehem Among the Best Places to Live in the U.S. (Livability.com)
Easton One of PA’s Best Downtowns (WorldAtlas)

Lehigh Valley International One of the Best Small Airports (Newsweek)
Macungie Among Hottest Zip Codes (Realtor.com)

“The Jewish Federation is delighted to partner with the LVEDC to produce Shalom Lehigh Valley,” said Jeri *
Zimmerman, the Federation’s Executive Director. “It represents a wonderful guide to our community and serves as a useful resource. It's always our pleasure to work with
LVEDC.”

As the primary Jewish nonprofit fundraiser and organizer of communal events in the Lehigh Valley, the Federation is the engine for Jewish life in partnership with the
Jewish Community Center, Jewish Day School, Jewish Family Service, and the 10 synagogues. In its last fiscal year, the Federation and its foundation allotted $5 million
to impact food insecurity, education, older adult services, security and antisemitism, Israel, and more.

The new edition of Shalom Lehigh Valley shares testimonial articles from multigenerational Jewish families about what they love about the Lehigh Valley, including
schools, parks, entertainment, volunteer opportunities, and more.

“I's a good place to raise kids, it has a Jewish community, and | made long-lasting friends,” said Amy Morrison, who moved to the Lehigh Valley 30 years ago.

The magazine also profiles people who grew up in the Lehigh Valley, moved away, and then moved back to raise their families here. Those families graciously shared
heirloom recipes for their favorite meals, including Audrey Sosis’s Mandelbrot and Pirry Roth’s Kugel.

Information is shared about religious life; schools, camps, and other activities for children; places to go and things to do; opportunities to meet neighbors and build re-
lationships; and more.

Visit the Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley website for information on the organization. Visit the Shalom website for a handpicked selection of the magazine articles,
to flip through the full digital issue, and to order free print copies.



