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Congratulations to Corporal 
Kenneth Palmer, Winner of 
Liberty Bell Award
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Earlier this week I was happy to present Corporal Ken-
neth Palmer from the Stroud Area Regional Police De-
partment a Senate Citation for being this year’s recipient 
of the Monroe County “Liberty Bell” award by the Mon-
roe County Bar Association.

The Liberty Bell Award is a recognition given to indi-
viduals who have contributed to the understanding and 
appreciation of the American system of freedom under 
the law. The award acknowledges individuals who have 
promoted better understanding of the rule of law, en-
couraged respect for the courts, and stimulated a sense 
of civic responsibility.

Congratulations again to Corporal Palmer and thank you for being an exemplary member of our 
community!

Protecting Our Children: Sex Offender Registry 
Loophole Closed
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Pennsylvania took a huge step forward in efforts to 
protect children from sexual abuse in youth sports and 
nonprofit programs with legislation that was passed by 
the Senate and signed into law.

Act 22 of 2025 adds the crime of sexual assault by a 
sports official, volunteer, or employee of a nonprofit as-
sociation as a Tier II Offense under the state’s Sexual 
Offender Registration and Notification Act.

Without this change, a conviction for this crime did not 
require sexual offender registration – a gap that left chil-
dren and families still at risk.

Malicious Deepfake Scams Targeted by New Law
By Senator Rosemary Brown

Technology, such as artificial intelligence, has now been used 
to commit financial scams, injure personal reputations, and dis-
rupt the political process. Legislation we passed is now enacted 
to classify these deepfakes and other forms of digital imperson-
ation as digital forgeries, punishable by law. 

Act 35 of 2025 amends the current forgery provisions in the 
state law to include “forged digital likeness.” Under this new 
provision, if someone creates a digital representation of a real 
person without their consent and distributes it as genuine, with 
the intent to defraud or injure, they would be subject to penal-
ties. The law targets harmful impersonations while safeguarding legitimate artistic, journalistic and 
expressive works.

The new law will go a long way toward combatting scams that target teenagers, senior citizens, 
small businesses and other victims.


