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The 2nd Annual Pocono Mountains Flight Fest Will Be Held On August 9th
By  Paul Morgan

POCONO MOUNTAINS - The 2nd Annual Pocono Mountains Flight Fest will be held on August 9th from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm at 
the Pocono Mountains Regional Airport. The event will include Touch-A-Truck; airplane and antique car displays; a children’s area 
with hayrides, bouncy house and a candy drop; food trucks where guests can purchase food and drink; music and paid airplane and 
helicopter rides benefitting the Vern Moyer Aviation Fund. Parking is $10 per car.

The Vern Moyer Aviation Fund was established in memory of aviation advocate and mentor in the Mid-Atlantic region – Vern Moyer. 
Paul Morgan of Moyer Aviation, comments, “We established the event last year in memory of Vern to raise money to provide scholar-
ships for students interested in pursuing a career in aviation whether it be flying or mechanics. We raised over $30,000 for the Fund 
and have selected it again for 2025 to be the primary beneficiary.”

Morgan continues, “Vern loved bringing the community into the airport to get them involved with aviation. We have created the day 
to include kids activities, an area to purchase from food truck vendors, displays of trucks, antique cars, and aircraft, and the opportunity 
to see the Pocono Mountains from the sky with helicopter and airplane rides.”

The Vern Moyer Aviation Scholarship Fund has been established to support the development, educational opportunities, and pres-
ervation of aviation across Pennsylvania. It seeks to elevate public awareness and inspire individuals to pursue careers in aviation, 
offer scholarships to individuals pursuing a career in aviation, provide resources and technology to support learning in aviation, endeavors that safeguard aviation heritage, and 
promote advancements in aviation technology.

Sponsors of the event include Papillon & Moyer Construction, Moyer Aviation, Hi-Tech Helicopters, Kalahari Resorts, Besko Outdoor, Pocono Manor Investors, Pocono Kanga 
Roof, and TreeTrails Adventures. The event will be staged on the north side of the airport located on Rt. 611 at Hangar Lane, Tobyhanna, PA. For information, vendor applications, 
sponsorship information, and the schedule for the day, go to PoconoFlightFest.com or call 570-839-7161.

Licorice, Cement Pumps, and Big Batteries: Five Economic Wins for the Lehigh Valley 
in the First Half of 2025
by Paul Muschick
The Lehigh Valley’s reputation as one of the top manufacturing regions in the U.S. was solidified in the first half of this year, as several longtime manufacturers expanded 

and others joined the market.
The investments will create up to 276 jobs and add more than 335,000-square-feet of space.
Why Lehigh Valley? Many of the manufacturers offered the same reasons for investing here: a talented labor force, a location on the East Coast close to ports and ma-

jor markets, and competitive costs.
Four of the five already were operating in the Lehigh Valley and opted to expand because they had experienced the Lehigh Valley’s advantages.
Two are based internationally, entrenching the Lehigh Valley’s global appeal.
With more than 700 manufacturers producing a collective output of $9 billion, or 16% of the Lehigh Valley’s $56 billion Gross Domestic Product, Lehigh Valley is among 

the Top 15% of manufacturing markets in the U.S.
Here are five key expansions to that market in the first half of 2025.
Bronkhorst USA . The Dutch company, which established its U.S. headquarters in the Lehigh Valley 18 years ago, moved to a location nearly double the size in Hanover 

Township, Northampton County. It will expand staffing and operations to include assembly for customers throughout North and South America. 
Bronkhorst USA produces instruments that regulate and control pressure and the flow of liquids and gases for the life sciences, chemical, energy, automotive, health 

care, research, food and beverage, automotive, and aerospace industries, among others.
“It’s a really significant commitment to the U.S. market by Bronkhorst,” said Todd Hannigan, Bronkhorst USA General Manager. “I’m excited to have assembly operations 

in the U.S. and continue our growth and to create additional jobs here in the Lehigh Valley.”
Filter King. The manufacturer of HVAC filters for residential, commercial, and industrial use opened a 61,600-square-foot manufacturing and distribution center in Lehigh 

Valley Industrial Park VI in Bethlehem Township that will create up to 120 jobs.
Filter King chose the Lehigh Valley because of the region’s skilled labor force, proximity to major metropolitan areas including Philadelphia and New York City, and 

highway network.
“Filter King’s new location at 2701 Baglyos Circle supports our strategic goal of expanding our presence into the Northeast. Lehigh Valley Industrial Park’s central loca-

tion and outstanding logistics infrastructure make it an ideal base for manufacturing and distribution as we continue to scale our operations,” said Filter King Founder and 
CEO Rick Hoskins.

FLSmidth Cement. The manufacturer of equipment for cement and other industries opened a 122,000-square-foot factory in Allen Township that will employ 60.
FLSmidth Cement chose the location because of the availability of skilled labor and proximity to the company’s headquarters, which is also located in the Lehigh Valley, 

providing efficient access to about 200 sales, engineering, and project management professionals.
Lehigh Valley is the birthplace of the American Portland cement industry, the most widely used type of cement globally, because of rich deposits of high-quality lime-

stone.
Among the equipment to be produced at FLSmidth Cement’s new facility is the Fuller-Kinyon® Pump. Invented in the Lehigh Valley in 1918, the pump revolutionized the 

cement industry and empowered construction of America’s cities.
Kervan USA. The Turkish company that produces gummy, licorice, and marshmallow candies is building a $20 million, 90,000-square-foot manufacturing and packaging 

facility in Bethlehem and Lower Nazareth townships.
Kervan USA currently has its U.S. headquarters in the Lehigh Valley, in Whitehall Township, and packaging and distribution locations in New Jersey. It will consolidate 

those operations to the new location, which is expected to open next year.
Plans call for about 40 new employees to be hired, bringing Kervan USA’s Lehigh Valley workforce to about 50. Products currently are produced in Turkey, Egypt, and 

Poland. Lehigh Valley will be the first U.S. manufacturing location.
Myers Emergency & Power Systems. 
After manufacturing emergency lighting in the Lehigh Valley for more than two decades, the company is expanding with a new factory to produce battery energy storage 

systems. Myers Emergency & Power Systems will produce the EnerShed systems at a 50,000-square-foot facility in Bethlehem Township. 


