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PA Turnpike Warns of Smishing Scam Back on the Rise

By Rep. Joe Emrick

BETHLEHEM - The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission
(PTC) is advising a smishing scam is again being sent to ran-
dom individuals, aiming to deceive them to share their per-
sonal financial information to settle outstanding toll amounts.

The texts purport to be from “Pennsylvania Turnpike Toll
Services” and center on urgent requests with the account
that would result in additional charges if the overdue balance
does not get settled. Similar scams have been reported by toll
agencies across the country over the past several days.

People who receive an unsolicited text, email, or similar
message suggesting it is from the PA Turnpike or another toll
agency should not click on the link. E-ZPass account holders
and Toll by Plate customers can use approved safe methods
to check their accounts such as the official PA Turnpike E-
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ZPass website or the PA Toll Pay app available from the Apple App Store, or Google Play store.
Those who receive a fraudulent text can file a complaint with the FBI's Internet Crime Complaint
Center at ic3.gov. That is a site dedicated to sharing information on Internet crimes across law enforce-
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PGC Expands Mentored Hunting Program

By Rep. Joe Emrick

BETHLEHEM - Continuing its efforts to get more people
involved in hunting in the Commonwealth, the Pennsylvania
Board of Game Commissioners recently approved a plan to
allow mentors hunting with a mentored youth to accompany
up to two additional hunters, be they mentored youth, junior
hunters or mentored adults.

Previously, no additional junior or mentored hunters could
accompany a mentor hunting with a mentored youth. There
was a required one-to-one mentor/mentee ratio. That limit
has now changed to three.

The requirement that limits mentors and mentored youth
to possessing only one sporting arm between them remains. |
The mentor must carry the sporting arm at all times while 1
moving. Junior hunters and mentored adults may possess
their own sporting arms while accompanied by a common mentor.

This change will be in place in time for the fall hunting seasons.

Learn more about mentored hunting at pgc.pa.gov.
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