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Build a Mercedes

You'll never see a Chevy roll off the as-
sembly line at a Ford plant. You will see a lot
of Fords and they will be virtually identical
except for the paint. Some people love them
and some people don't. If you ordered one
and expected something different than you
get off of a Ford assembly line you will be
disappointed.

The same is true with new homes. Although
the cost of a Ford pickup is more now than a
new home was a few years ago, the compa-
nies building new homes are also just an as-
sembly line. You don’t get a Mercedes home
off of a Ford home builder. The reason an
assembly line is efficient is because every-
one has a job to do and completes part of the
whole. If they had to call to you every time an
option came up while they were building your
truck and ask if you wanted undercoating or
LED headlights they would never get a truck
built. The same is true with a home. They
don’t even ask about some things that aren’t
included but the options you have are typi-
cally cosmetic and are all decided before a
shovel hits the ground. If a diligent contractor
sees an opportunity to make something bet-
ter, the builder will shut them down instantly.
Do what you were hired to do. Nothing more.
Nothing less. Then punch out and go home. A
custom home is different and there are many
more opportunities to make them better and
more comfortable. Most options still come
up in the planning process but if the owner
is involved and they are hands-on, they may
just end up with a Mercedes level home. If
the idea isn't just to squeak by the minimum
standards but to make the best possible
home within the owner’s budget, there are
numerous small alterations that can be made
which will almost certainly return the cost
in energy savings early on in the life of the
home. As a contractor who has done both
kinds of homes, | prefer the custom home
by far over the cookie cutter. Materials are
expensive now and nobody wants to spend
more on them than necessary but all forms of
energy are also expensive and you don’t just
buy them once. You pay monthly for that and
as prices rise to heat and cool a poorly built
house it will become a burden well before the
mortgage is paid off. Eventually | believe this
will be the reason some people stay in their
homes and others sell them. Time will tell.
Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt En-
ergy and Field’s Service, Inc. As a certified
energy rater and contractor, he is qualified
to assess every aspect of energy usage
and prescribe solutions to save energy. He
can be reached at 610-759-6306 or email
Ken@FieldsService.com
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* Microsoft Windows 7 Support/
Updates ENDS January 14th, 2020
* Upgrade your existing Windows 7
or 8 Computer For UNDER $200

Call to Schedule your Windows 10 Upgrade
Today!

WINDOWS COMPUTER SALES, SETUP,

INSTALLATION, DATA TRANSFER & TRAINING

www.compnr.com/service@compnr.com

368 Blue Valley Drive Bangor 610-588-8700

Slate Belt Energy Services
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610-599-8832

We service and Install
all brands and types
of heating systems.

24 hour emergency service

Low Interest financing. Credit cards accepted.
Certified in all aspects of energy conservation.
www.SlateBeltEnergy.com
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Family Owned and Operated

(610) 837-4888

www.MiklasRealty.com

Robert J. Miklas, Broker / Appraiser
Rebecca Miklas, Associate Broker
Rosalie Miklas-Gebhardt, Realtor/ABR
Michael Dickinson, Realtor
Joseph Kospiah, Realtor
Suzete Campos, Realtor
Kristy Fogel, Redaltor

222 S. Walnut Street, Bath, PA 18014

FUSIA DANCE CENTER
Lead. Create. Jndpive

Join FuSia Dance Center in their 8th
season of dancing! FuSia's positive
learning environment and nurturing
staff provide dance education to
both recreational & pre-
professional students! With over 100
classes to chose from including
acro, ballet, creative dance,
contemporary, dance basics, hip
hop, jazz, jumps & turns, modern,
mommy & me, and tap, there is
truly something for everyone!

New families can bring this flyer for $15 off your first month's tuition!

2123 WEST MAIN STREET, STROUDSBURG, PA
570-421-7895 ~ INFO@FUSIADANCE.ORG
WWW.FUSIADANCE.ORG




