
PAGE 18        BLUE VALLEY TIMES                                          AUGUST, 15 2023

Allentown Rescue Mission Guests Receive the Gift of Clear Sight  From Warby Parker
By Stefanie Appel

ALLENTOWN – Warby Parker, a New York-based eyewear company, recently 
donated gift cards to the Allentown Rescue Mission to provide homeless men with 
free eye exams and eyeglasses. The generous gift was donated by the brand’s 
Lehigh Valley retail store team and will allow Mission guests who may otherwise 
not have access to eye care to be seen by a certified optometrist and receive life-
altering eyewear. 

As part of Warby Parker’s commitment to living out its core values, one of which 
is “Do Good,” the company encourages team members across its more than 200 
retail stores to get involved with their local communities through donations and 
volunteering. Tiyana Donahue, Certified Optical Supervisor and Social Innova-
tion Lead at Warby Parker Lehigh Valley, stated, “Warby Parker encourages us to 
choose what we are passionate about and make a difference.” 

Donahue met an employee of the Allentown Rescue Mission at an off-site event 
and after learning about the Mission, she wanted to help the homeless men it 
serves. Paul, the Allentown Rescue Mission’s first recipient of the free exam and 
glasses, struggled to participate in classes at the Mission. Mission staff realized 
he couldn’t read the words in the books they were teaching with and sent Paul to 
Warby Parker to get an eye exam. 

“After receiving his glasses, Paul has been more engaged in class and has more 
confidence,” stated Todd Bozes, Transformation Program Associate at the Allen-
town Rescue Mission. “Many clients have more immediate medical needs to address or simply can’t afford glasses, so eye care gets put off. This donation directly impacts 
our client’s ability to learn, work, and become self-sufficient,” Bozes added. 

To date, three men from the Mission have benefited from the donation. All three received eye exams and are in the process of receiving their eyeglasses at no cost. As 
a company, Warby Parker believes in vision for all, which is why for every pair of Warby Parker glasses sold, a pair is donated to someone in need through its Buy a Pair, 
Give a Pair program. To date, more than 13 million pairs of glasses have been distributed through the program.


