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Determining Instructional Models During the COVID-19
Pandemic Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools

By Senator Scavello

PEN ARGYL - Following a Senate workshop discussion last month that highlighted the need for
additional guidance on safely re-opening school buildings, the Department of Education recently an-
nounced new recommendations for instructional models for the 2020-21 school year.

Decisions on the operation of schools during the pandemic remain in the hands of local school
boards.

Topics: Instructional Model Definitions | Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools in Determining
Instructional Models | Transitioning Between Instructional Models

In response to school leaders’ need for additional guidance as to the risk of COVID-19 transmis-
sion in their communities, the Departments of Health and Education are providing recommendations
to Pre-K to 12 schools for use when making decisions related to the instructional models used during

the 2020-21 school year.

The Pennsylvania Department of
Education’s Guidance and Resourc-
es for Pre-K to 12 Schools contains
additional information related to the
safe reopening of schools for the
2020-21 school year. Additional guid-
ance to assist school leaders when a

case of COVID-19 is identified at a :

school is forthcoming. From PA Department of Education

It is important to note that a safe [
return to in-person instruction will A '
look different across every school, P
district, and county depending on a ‘ | ;
variety of factors, one of which is the . | |
spread of COVID-19. School entity
decisions on instructional models require a great deal of consideration of local factors including
size of the school entity, classroom size, school resources, proportion of staff and students with
special needs and underlying health conditions, and the ability to accommodate remote learning
with equal access for all students.

The recommendations contained in this guidance rely on two standard public health metrics:
incidence rate and the percent positivity of diagnostic testing. These metrics are available for every
county in Pennsylvania on the COVID-19 Early Warning Monitoring System Dashboard.

Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools in Determining Instructional Models

This chart below, using measurements from the White House Coronavirus Task Force, identifies
thresholds representing low, moderate, or substantial community transmission of COVID-19, and
corresponding instructional models recommended by the Departments of Health and Education.
For ease of use, once per week, the Department of Education will publish a list identifying the level
of community transmission in each county over the most recent 7-day reporting period. This list is
available on this page in the section called: Level of Community Transmission Table.

For all the information go to https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplan-

ning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance.
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Air, Water, and Heat

Heat travels in 3 ways; convection, conduc-
tion, and radiation. That pretty much sums
up the energy business. Why then are there
so many differing opinions about the best
way to insulate a house? And why are there
so many problems with mold and conden-
sation and wood rotting in newer homes?
Moisture is the cause of these problems
and that is another piece to the puzzle.
Water can be present in liquid or vapor form
and it can change from one to the other just
by a temperature change. When it happens
on the grass at night it forms dew. When
it happens in your crawl space or attic, it
becomes moldy if the temperature is right.
Three of the main items to consider when
building or fixing a home are air, water and
heat. If you can change the temperature of
the inside air and keep in the house you are
way ahead of the game. A small amount
of fresh air is needed for healthy living but
it is so small that even the tightest homes
rarely need to add ventilation when they are
measured after construction. Moisture is the
most misunderstood factor of the construc-
tion industry and the way most contractors
avoid problems is to allow a hundred times
more ventilation than is necessary. This
way any moisture created inside is washed
away to the exterior through attic ventilation.
Along with that moisture goes most of the
heating or cooling energy too. The majority
of moisture generated inside a home is
generated in the bathroom and proper
ventilation there will prevent any problems
all the way to the attic. | have proven this
dozens of times in energy retrofit work.
Insulating an attic or a vaulted ceiling can
be done with spray foam or cellulose insula-
tion and no ventilation is needed under the
roof. As a matter of fact, if the roof is insu-
lated properly, no ventilation is ALLOWED
under the roof sheathing. This will not
‘bake’ the shingles either. That is because
radiation is the medium used to make most
attics so hot and having insulation directly
below the roof will either absorb or reflect
that radiation and prevent it from reaching
the inside. The temperature of the shingles
does not even rise 10° above what it would
otherwise be.

Radiant barrier also reflects the radiation
but it does not prevent convection from
taking that heat and circulating it around the
attic so | call radiant barrier for attics snake
oil. Its efficiency drops drastically after a
month or two. In theory it works, but not in
practice.

Ken Field is the owner of Slate Belt
Energy and Field’s Service, Inc. As a
certified energy rater and contractor, he
is qualified to assess every aspect of
energy usage and prescribe solutions to
save energy. He can be reached at
610-759-6306 or email
Ken@FieldsService.com
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We specialize in:
» Tax return filing and tax planning for individuals
* Bookkeeping and financial statements for small businesses
» Corporate tax return filing

* P. (610) 253-4000 « F. (610) 258-3294 TF. « (800) 370-8294
Email: john_schimmel@yahoo.com
Website: www.johntschimmelpa.com

MT. BETHEL ABSTRACT

A FULL SERVICE TITLE INSURANCE AGENCY
3013 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel, PA. 18343

SEARCHES
CLOSINGS
TITLE INSURANCE

REAL ESTATE
SETTLEMENTS
NOTARY PUBLIC

PHONE FAX TOLL FREE
570-897-9047 570-897-9048 888-325-2433

www.mountbethelabstract.com

We will replace your.

aprings, Cables, Rollers & Sheaves
and make your Door Work Like New Again

ML e

CUONO’S BARBER / STYLIST
John Cuono, Proprietor

) Full Service Hairstyling, Hair Cuts $13.00

Tues. - Fri. 8am - 6pm, Sat. - 8am - 2pm

‘We Make House Calls’
| Walk-ins Welcomed Any Time

HANDICAPACCESSIBLE

Call for details 610-863-6547
26 W. Man St., Pen Argyl, Pa

Shop in a Quiet,

Country Atmosphere

Wander Our Greenhouses & Shop
For All Your Gardening Needs.

Annuals * Perennials -
Berry Bushes * Fruit Trees
Bushes * Lawn Décor
* Home Accents
e Curtains * Furniture

- Poly Furniture

SUMMER HOURS ¢
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10AM-3PM‘
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9AM-3PM, |

558 Lake Minsi Drive
Bangor, PA 18013

610-588-0222
n ‘W @L:;_-‘_ ‘Dlsfﬂ

Check Out Our Facebook Page & Website For Specials
WWW.GINDERGREENHOUSE.COM LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

ESTATE SETTLEMENT AUCTION
COMPLETE SELL OUT
REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
5:30 P.M. THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 RAIN OR SHINE
ON THE PREMISES
242 UPPER LAKE VIEW DRIVE EAST STROUDSBURG, PA 18302
MIDDLE SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP MONROE COUNTY, PA

7 P.M. REAL ESTATE consists of a Log Style Home on Public Road with 1+ Acre Wooded
Lot offering a Beautiful View. Home has Kitchen, Dining Area, 1 % Baths, Living Room with
Stone Fireplace, Screened Patio, 2 Bedrooms (one with Fireplace) and Attached 2 Car Garage.
Also Storage Shed.

5:30 P.M. PERSONAL PROPERTY consists of Furniture, Antiques, etc. Personal Property
Auctioneer: Rob Reinhardt AUS161L TERMS: CASH, No Buyer’s Premium. For Complete List
Call Rob Reinhardt at 570-856-4666.

TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: $ 7,500 BANK CASHIER’S CHECK (payable to Jack
Muehlhan Auctioneer Escrow) AT SALE. BALANCE WITHIN 30 DAYS. Insurable Deed
provided. No Buyer’s Premium, No Back Taxes.

AUGUST 27™
SEPTEMBER 5™

INSPECTIONS: THURSDAY

SATURDAY

5-7P.M.
12 Noon - 2 P.M.

DIRECTIONS: from Stroudsburg take Business Route 209 North toward Bushkill at Turkey
Hill turn left onto Winona Falls Road to next left onto Lower Lake View Road to right onto
Upper Lake View Road. Property on your left.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Rare opportunity to BUY an older country home with large 1 Acre+
Lot on a Public Road (No Dues), Beautiful View, Near Skiing, Golf, River Canoeing. Perfect 1*
Home, Vacation Home or Investment. Must be SOLD to Settle Estate. Your Bid may BUY.
SALE ORDERED BY: Estate of Ralph J. Wheatley
JACK MUEHLHAN AUCTIONEER
The Name You Can Trust”
601 MAIN STREET # 2
STROUDSBURG, PA 18360
570-421-8333  AU000643L

Remember: You are only going to pay one more bid than someone else was willing to pay.




