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Slow Down for School Buses
 By State Rep. Joe Emrick

Students are or soon will be returning 
to class, and that means we will be see-
ing school buses back on our roads. Mo-
torists, parents and children are encour-
aged to watch the video above to refresh 
their memories about how to share the 
road safely.

Pennsylvania law requires motorists to 
stop at least 10 feet away from school 
buses when their red lights are flashing 
and their stop arm is activated. This ap-
plies to motorists when they are behind 
or traveling alongside a school bus, as 
well as when meeting the bus or ap-
proaching an intersection where a bus 
has stopped.

Vehicles should remain stopped until the red lights have stopped flashing and the stop arm is 
withdrawn. Do not proceed until all the children have reached a place of safety.

If physical barriers such as grassy medians, guide rails or concrete median barriers separate on-
coming traffic from the bus, motorists in the opposing lanes may proceed without stopping.

Penalties for failure to obey school bus safety laws can result in a $250 fine, five points on a driv-
ing record and a 60-day license suspension. Violators will also be assessed a $35 surcharge to be 
deposited into the School Bus Safety Grant Program Account. State law also permits school entities 
to install and operate a side stop signal arm enforcement system. These civil violations include a 
$300 fine but would not assess points or impact insurance ratings.

Parents are reminded to ensure their children are at the bus stop early to avoid rushing. Students 
should stay where the bus driver can see them while boarding or exiting the bus.

Watch video here https://links.pahousenews.com/q/
hROWW86HeN0Xw_ejSDbH6Romu5C7NuiSeZdZcOJYnZ0aW1lc
0ByY24uY29tw4gM1jCC_ypfrLdLu8cJ2K3e1DJfxQ

Call Before You Dig
 By State Rep. Joe Emrick
Aug. 11 was National 811 Day – a day 

dedicated to reminding residents, con-
tractors and utility workers of the im-
portance of calling 8-1-1 before digging 
to help ensure the safety of excavation 
projects across the state.
Every time an underground utility line 

is hit, there is a risk to the contractors 
or homeowners who are doing the dig-
ging; to utility workers and emergency 
responders who are mobilized to deal 
with the damage; and to bystanders 
who live, work or travel near the loca-
tions of the incidents.
State law requires contractors and res-

idents to contact PA One Call at least 
three business days prior to excavation – triggering alerts to all utilities within an intended digging 
area and prompting utilities to mark where their facilities are located. Pennsylvanians can dial 8-1-1 
to connect with the One Call system, while out-of-state residents or businesses can call 1-800-242-
1776.
Learn more at PA1call.com.


