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Slow Down for School Buses
By Rep Joe Emrick

BETHLEHEM - Students will be returning 
to class, and that means we will be seeing 
school buses back on our roads. Motorists, 
parents and children are encouraged to re-
fresh their memories about how to share 
the road safely.

Pennsylvania law requires motorists 
to stop at least 10 feet away from school 
buses when their red lights are flashing and 
their stop arm is activated. This applies to 
motorists when they are behind or travel-
ing alongside a school bus, as well as when 
meeting the bus or approaching an inter-
section where a bus has stopped.

Vehicles should remain stopped until the 
red lights have stopped flashing and the stop arm is withdrawn. Do not proceed until all the 
children have reached a place of safety.

If physical barriers such as grassy medians, guide rails or concrete median barriers 
separate oncoming traffic from the bus, motorists in the opposing lanes may proceed 
without stopping.

Penalties for failure to obey school bus safety laws can result in a $250 fine, five points 
on a driving record and a 60-day license suspension. Violators will also be assessed a $35 
surcharge to be deposited into the School Bus Safety Grant Program Account.

Parents are reminded to ensure their children are at the bus stop early to avoid rush-
ing. Students should stay where the bus driver can see them while boarding or exiting the 
bus.

Attention Hunters: DMAP Permits Now Available
By Rep Joe Emrick

BETHLEHEM - Pennsylvania hunt-
ers may now purchase Deer Manage-
ment Assistance Program (DMAP) 
permits on an array of public and pri-
vate lands.

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion (PGC) is offering 7,000 DMAP per-
mits on 41 game lands encompassing 
more than 360,000 acres. View PGC’s 
available DMAP areas here.

The Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) is of-
fering 30,328 permits in 101 units total-
ing more than 1.3 million acres. View 
DCNR’s available DMAP areas here.

Permits are also available on par-
ticipating private lands. The goal of the 
program is to help landowners better manage the deer population and habitat on their 
properties.

DMAP permits cost $10.97 for Pennsylvania residents and $35.97 for nonresidents. They 
can be purchased from any license issuing agent or online at huntfish.pa.gov. Hunters must 
identify the DMAP unit number when purchasing a permit.


