
PAGE 10         BLUE VALLEY TIMES                    SEPTEMBER 2, 2025

The Slate Belt Heritage Center and 
Museum
By Karen Brewer

BANGOR - The Slate Belt Heritage Center and Museum will hold 
thri monthly istoric program on Thursday, September 11th @ 7:00PM. 
Speaker for the evening will be Mr. Larry Cory who will do a presentation 
on the former Flory’s Dam (this was postponed due to inclement weather 
from February). 

Once located on North Main Street, Flory’s Dam was a popular place 
for winter sports like ice skating and hockey. During the first haf of the 
century, it was also the site of the very first Bangor Park where football, 
baseball and softball were played, in addition to swimming and fishing. 
Come and hear about the famous “Ice Bowl Football Game” played by 
Bangor & Pen Argyl and other interesting stories. Flory’s Dam is named 
after Bangor Industrialist, Solomon Flory. The event is free and open to 
the public. 

The Museum Center is located at 30 North 1st Street, Bangor, PA. For 
addidional information please contct: karen Brewer at: 484-894-5661

Boscola Announces over $5 Million in Funding to Provide 
Greater Access to Broadband in the 18th Senatorial District
By Senator Lisa Boscola

Last week I proudly announced that $5,257,109 in grant funding has been approved by the Penn-
sylvania Broadband Development Authority (PBDA) to provide greater access to broadband through-
out the 18th Senatorial District through the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) 
program.

In today’s world access to broadband is critical for all our communities.  Fast and reliable internet 
is a necessity not only to create jobs and fuel economic growth here in the Lehigh Valley, but also 
for families so they 
can have access to 
amenities that im-
pact their daily lives 
such as health care 
and public safety 
and their children 
have access to im-
prove their educa-
tion. The BEAD 
program will allow 
broadband provid-
ers to lay more fiber 
in areas throughout 
the Lehigh Valley 
that have been un-
derserved.

The PBDA ap-
proved the fund-
ing that will allow 
Verizon, Comcast 
and Commonwealth 
Telephone Co. to 
install Fiber and Hy-
brid Fiber to provide 
access to necessary 
technology. 

DID YOU 
KNOW...? State-
wide, 21 unique 
awardees were 
funded totally 
$793,494,747 in grants, which will mean 130,000 Pennsylvania homes and businesses will gain 
access to broadband.  While the program required a 25% match, the private sector match for these 
grants totaled $650,000,000, which equates to a cumulative match of 80%.

It should be noted that the grants in my Senate District are for fiber projects, which are the best, 
most reliable and scalable of the types of technology that were approved last week by the Pennsyl-
vania Broadband Development Authority. The private sector also realized that to be competitive for 
these grant awards that they would have to far surpass the match requirements, meaning that an 
additional $450,000,000 in private investment will be seen across the Commonwealth.

The Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program is a $42.45 billion federal 
funding program established by the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). The BEAD 
program aims to help everyone in America get affordable, reliable high-speed internet by funding 
infrastructure deployment programs.  In June 2023, Pennsylvania received $1.16 billion in BEAD 
funding from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to assist in the 
expansion of high-speed broadband infrastructure across the state.


