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Photo caption: SLETS employees_ in front of special critical care transport (CCT) ambulances equipped for whole
blood transfusion. Chris Zukowski is second from left.

St. Luke’s Ambulances Save Lives with Whole Blood

By Sam Kennedy

In recent months, St. Luke’s ambulances equipped with whole blood have saved numerous lives,
including car accident survivors and a gunshot victim.

Whole blood is a powerful, lifesaving tool because, unlike 1V fluid, it contains vital components — red
blood cells, white blood cells, platelets and plasma, explained Chris Zukowski, MSN, RN, of St. Luke’s
Emergency and Transport Services (SLETS).

“Communities served by St. Luke’s ambulances with whole blood are incredibly fortunate, because
it is a real game-changer for first-responders,” he said. “Most other ambulance corps do not have the
sophisticated equipment and advanced training to administer whole blood transfusion.”

In July 2024, SLETS became one of the region’s first ambulance services to carry whole blood on its
special critical care transport (CCT) ambulances, initially for the transport of patients between Network
hospitals.

But as the recent life-saving examples illustrate, SLETS ambulances in Monroe, Bucks and Lehigh
counties are now also using whole blood, when necessary, to save people’s lives before they reach
the hospital.

This development follows a recent change in Pennsylvania regulations allowing general paramed-
ics—those found on traditional ambulances—to be trained and certified to administer whole blood.
(St. Luke’s Dr. Bryan Wilson, who helped draft the new protocol, leads a St. Luke’s EMS Physi-
cian Response Team that also administers a prehospital whole blood transfusion. See www.slhn.
org/blog/2025/new-state-protocol-drafted-by-sluhn-doc-saves-lives.)

“If ambulances don’t have whole blood and they respond to a scene, like a horrible accident on I-78,
responders can apply a tourniquet and administer IV fluids — but those measures don’t have oxygen-
carrying capabilities,” Zukowski said. “Providing whole blood at the scene of an accident helps to
stabilize patients until we can get them to one of trauma centers.”

Jobs Available with PennDOT’s Winter Maintenance Program

PennDOT
WINTER |
JOBS _ & =

By Senator Rosemary Brown

The coming end of summer means job opportunities
for those with the skills to maintain and clear Penn-
sylvania’s roadways in the winter with the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Transportation (PennDOT).

Positions and hourly pay include CDL equipment
operator ($23), dispatcher ($17.38), diesel and au-
tomotive mechanic ($24.97 — $28.37 based on title),
tradesman helper and semi-skilled laborer ($18.46),
and more.

These temporary positions could be a pathway to
a permanent PennDOT career. You can find more
background information and links to job openings
here
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SALES & SERVICE, inc. =

JoHN DEERE

BANGOR, PA
158 Falcone Rd.
[610) 588-4088

'Qualifying purchases made 01 August 2025 through 30 October 2025, Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial,
Down payment may be required. Average down pay ment is 10%. $ 16.67 per month for every $1,000 financed. 0% AP R for 60 menths
available based on dealer participation . Taxes, freight, setup, insurance, fees, and delivery charges could increase monthly payme nt. Sales
te governmen t agencies, company direct sales or other individuals or entities participating in any John Deere Special Discount Program or
Rental Business Program are not eligible. A vailable at participa ting U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Off er available on
new equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in Ll .S. dollars.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
“FIXER UPPER” HOME
ON THE PREMISES
8317 RUNNING BEAR LANE (P.C.P.)
TOBYHANNA, MONROE COUNTY, PA 18466
2 P.MLSATURDAY SEPT. 13, 2025 RAIN OR SHINE

REAL ESTATE consists of a 2 Story Chalet Style Home with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Living/Dining/Kitchen Area. Tax Code: 3.8E.1.45

INSPECTIONS: SATURDAY AUG. 30™ 10A.M. - 12 NOON

WEDNESDAY SEPT. 3*" 2-4P.M.
Main Gate Office of A Pocono Country Place Comnumity Must show Driver License
& Registration. Enter Gate On Country Place Drive go approx. 3 miles right onto
Running Bear Lane.

DIRECTIONS: From Boro of Mt. Pocono, PA take Route 196N, To Main Gate of
Pocono Country Place.

TERMS: $10,000 BANK CASHIER’S CHECK (Payable to Jack Muehlhan Auctioneer
Escrow) AT SALE. BALANCE AT SETTLEMENT WITHIN 30 DAYS. Insurable Deed,
No Back Taxes, No Buyer’s Premium. What you BID is what you PAY'!

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Home needs work, but must be SOLD to Settle Estate.
You can BUY this property for less than some new cars!!

SALE ORDERED BY:
Estate of Keith S. Schatz

JACK MUEHLHAN
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONEER AU643L
“The Name You Can Trust”
STROUDSB URG, PA 18360
570-421-8333
Remember: you are only going to pay one more bid than someone else was willing to pay!




