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A Closer Look at Energy Affordability 
and Reliability

Pennsylvania’s families cannot afford higher energy costs, especially as 
inflation further stretches household budgets. Any policy that could exacer-
bate these challenges must be carefully reviewed, particularly in terms of its 
impact on electricity prices, grid stability, and job security.

About a year ago, the Commonwealth Court ruled against imposing the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) carbon tax, determining that 
Governor Wolf’s executive order to join RGGI was unconstitutional. The 
court emphasized that Pennsylvania’s participation in RGGI can only occur 
through legislation passed by the Pennsylvania General Assembly, rather 
than through executive action. The current Governor’s administration ap-
pealed the Commonwealth Court’s ruling.

As a reminder, RGGI is a multi-state initiative aimed at reducing carbon 
emissions through, essentially, a tax on carbon emissions for electricity pro-
ducers. In 2019, Governor Wolf circumvented the legislative process to join 
RGGI through an executive order. Since, there has been ongoing litigation 
regarding the constitutionality of this order.

This week, briefs were filed by Senate leaders to prevent RGGI implemen-
tation. Additionally, the Senate is prepared to pass legislation to repeal the 
RGGI Energy Tax that has already been introduced if the legal process isn’t 
successful.

We also passed bills that would ensure Pennsylvanians have options re-
garding fuel availability, help to secure the state’s future as a hub for car-
bon capture and sequestration and most effectively capitalize on the state’s 
abundant natural resources through the creation of the Independent Energy 
Office to provide impartial data.


