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Republicans Unveil Legislation to Combat Deadly 
Tranq Epidemic
By Dave Foster

HARRISBURG- Legislators will soon introduce a package of bills to combat the deadly “Tranq” 
drug epidemic destroying lives throughout the Commonwealth.

Tranq is an animal tranquilizer officially called Xylazine that is being laced into street narcotics like 
fentanyl.

 “It is creating one of the deadliest drug threats our country has ever faced,” said Rep. Kristin Mar-
cell (R-Bucks). “This powerful sedative is decimating neighborhoods throughout the Commonwealth, 
but especially in Philadelphia.”

The bill package will be introduced 
during Opioid and Heroin Epidemic 
Awareness Week in Pennsylvania to 
draw attention to the crisis and the cru-
cial role awareness and education play 
in combatting this problem.

Xylazine and fentanyl drug mixtures 
place users at a higher risk of suffering 
a fatal drug poisoning. People who in-
ject drug mixtures containing xylazine 
also can develop severe wounds, in-
cluding necrosis—the rotting of human 
tissue—that may lead to amputation.

 The U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration is warning the American public 
of a sharp increase in the trafficking of 
fentanyl mixed with xylazine.

To combat the spread of the drug, 
Marcell and four of her Republican 
House colleagues will introduce five 
bills to stem the drug’s usage and edu-
cate the public on this deadly epidem-
ic.

Marcell plans to introduce legislation that would require the Department of Drug and Alcohol Pro-
grams to engage in a public awareness campaign to educate the public about this growing threat.

Roughly half of the Commonwealth’s counties saw cases where illicit use of xylazine caused a 
death in 2021. Worse, 90% of the opioids sampled by the City of Philadelphia showed xylazine in 
2021.

“Yet too few people are aware of this drug’s existence,” Marcell said. “Increased public awareness 
of the impact of the illicit use of xylazine can help the effort to protect our residents.”  

Rep. Joe Hogan (R-Bucks) will sponsor legislation that would formally require the Department of 
Health to actively monitor the introduction and growth of new drugs on the street. Information would 
be gathered from all available sources, including our federal partners, local departments of health, 
coroners and mortality review teams, and existing departmental advisory committees that include 
service providers who interact daily with those who are struggling with addiction.

Xylazine was only scheduled as a controlled substance by the Secretary of Health in June 2023, 
which is several years after Philadelphia began detecting it in large portions of samples of heroin 
and fentanyl.

“We need to re-structure our Commonwealth’s information-gathering apparatus to learn about new 
drugs entering the streets quickly,” Hogan said. “In the fight to help those with addictions, time lost 
results in lives lost.  

Rep. Craig Williams’ (R-Delaware/Chester) legislation would establish a statewide opioid task 
force to disrupt drug trafficking.

Overdose deaths have skyrocketed in recent years. According to the Pennsylvania Overdose 
Information Network, there were 4,703 overdoses in the Commonwealth in 2022. Teen overdose 
deaths have doubled over the past three years. This increase in fatalities, which shows no signs of 
abating, can largely be attributed to the rise of the unlawful sale and usage of fentanyl, an opiate-
based drug that is 50 to 100 times more potent than heroin. 

“We need to establish a statewide opioid task force that will serve as an intelligence-gathering and 
information-sharing resource for law enforcement agencies across this Commonwealth,” Williams 
said.

 If you or anyone you know needs assistance with substance use, please call the Get Help Now 
Hotline at 1-800-662-4357 or visit https://www.pa.gov/guides/opioid-epidemic/


