SEPTEMBER 21, 2021

BLUE VALLEY TIME

The Salvation Army Allentown Corps Receives
$285,000 Grant For Community Center Upgrades

By Mylin Batipps Jr.

ALLENTOWN (Sept. 21, 2021)
— The Salvation Army Allentown
Corps today announced its receipt of
a $285,000 state grant, secured by
Pa. Sen. Patrick Browne, as part of
the state’s long-standing commitment
to help The Salvation Army serve the
underserved youth of the area.

The grant will be used to update the

men’s and women'’s restrooms in the
gymnasium at The Salvation Army Al-

lentown Citadel, which serves as a community center for local children and adults. The existing
shower room in the Citadel will be transformed into two separate men’s and women’s shower
rooms, complete with toilets and lockers.

In addition to the restroom and shower renovations, the grant will also go toward creating a fit-
ness room and class area located in the third floor game room and storage area.

“The Salvation Army Allentown Citadel is extremely grateful to Senator Browne. The Citadel is a
place where young individuals can stay active by using our gymnasium and our soon-to-be fitness
room. But it also serves as a safe space for those who are experiencing homelessness, trauma,
and other challenges,” said Deirdre Govan, Resource Development Manager for The Salvation
Army Allentown. “That is why, with the help of Sen. Pat Browne’s grant, we are looking to refurbish
these spaces and offer comfort and privacy for these individuals who are in need.”

Renovations to The Salvation Army Allentown Citadel began in January 2020, thanks to an initial
$75,000 state grant secured by Sen. Browne for renovation of its gymnasium. Although the onset
of COVID-19 slowed down the process, the project of painting the gymnasium walls, replacing
the flooring and updating the basketball backboards were eventually completed over the following
months. A ribbon cutting of the new gymnasium took place in October 2020, and during the holiday
season, the gym was used to sort, organize and package Christmas toys and gift bags for at least
3700 children in need.

The $285,000 state grant is a continuation of both the state’s and The Salvation Army’s Allen-
town’s collaborative effort to renovate spaces in the Citadel and provide a clean, safe space for
local residents of all ages whose needs vary.

“The Allentown Salvation Army has long been a pillar of strength and hope for neighborhoods
and community members,” Sen. Pat Browne said. “Day-in and day-out, many of Allentown’s youth
participate in sports and activities at The Salvation Army and countless local families rely upon the
supportive services it provides. This translates into real positive impacts on the community. | am
proud to support their mission by securing funds to renovate the Citadel and help ensure that these
services will be available now and for future generations.”

“We are truly thankful and blessed for Sen. Pat Browne’s and the state of Pennsylvania’s support
to help The Salvation Army Allentown Corps keep our struggling neighbors on their feet,” said Major
Ismael Correa, Commanding Officer of The Salvation Army Allentown Corps. “For 17 months and
through this challenging pandemic, we have received unwavering support from the state to help us
transform the Citadel into a more modern, accessible space that brings our community members
together. We cannot wait to unveil the new restrooms, shower rooms, fithess room and class area
when the projects are completed.”

Over the last year, The Salvation Army Allentown Citadel has been used by children in the Day
Youth Program for help with their online schoolwork and for activities, such as dodgeball and bas-
ketball. The Children’s Home of Reading has used the space for basketball. It is The Salvation Ar-
my’s hope that the recreational space will be occupied more as the pandemic begins to subside.

“I'd love to see basketball tournaments in this space like there used to be over a decade ago,”
said Govan. “But, whether or not that is the case, | know that youth and adults will appreciate the
renovations and will feel at home, thanks to the support from Sen. Pat Browne.”

Ann Flood Senior Expo
Friday, October 1, 2021 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Plainfield Township Fire Hall
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558 Lake Minsi Drive
Bangor, PA 18013

61 0-588-0222

Not Just Plants - Stop in for
Local Honey - Jams
Interior Décor
FALL CRAFT WORKSHOP

FOR ‘KIDS’ OF ALL AGES
Sunday, 103/10/21
1pm C?
Or Grab & Go Option!

Join in the fun and creativity!

Cost: $15—Allcraft items will be supplled"

HOURS:

THURSDAY - SATURDAY 9-5,

Soar Aignup by 1675751
MONDAY-TUESDAY- T prepayment revaired
For more information or to Sign up & pay on-line
WEDNESDAY! w/CC or Pay Pal visit:

www.gindergreenhouse.com/shop

Check Out Our Facebook Page & Website For Specials
WWW.GINDERGREENHOUSE.COM LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

HELP WANTED

BURGER KING IS LOOKING FOR
ASSISTANT MANAGERS

PLEASE COME TO 938 S BROADWAY,
WIND GAP, PA URGER
TO APPLY IN PERSON OR EMAILYOUR (B
INFORMATION

TO: JADEMANAGEMENT@HOTMAIL.COM.

BURGER KING IS LOOKING FOR

TEAM MEMBERS

STARTING AT $10.00/HR

PLEASE COME TO 938 S BROADWAY, WIND GER

GAP, PA BUR G
TO APPLY IN PERSON OR EMAIL YOUR IN- I‘lN o
FORMATION
TO: JADEMANAGEMENT@HOTMAIL.COM

KEEP YOUR
THERAPY
APPOINTNMENT!

/—s

_l;:HYSICAL
HERAPY
— AT StLukefs

Call your therapist today or visit stlukespt.com.
Most insurances are covering virtual therapy.




