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Watch for Swarms of 
Spotted Lanternfly
By State Rep. Joe Emrick

SLATE BELT - Spotted Lantern-
fly, having grown into adults after 
storing up the summer warmth and 
energy, are beginning to swarm. 
They hunt for tall structures such 
as trees and houses in preparation 
to launch themselves into the wind, 
look for food and find a safe place 
to lay their eggs. The Spotted Lan-
ternfly poses no harm to humans; 
however, they disrupt outdoor ac-
tivity and feed off several types of 
trees.

These swarming events give re-
searchers a good idea of where 
large populations might exist today, 
and where egg masses will likely 
be found in the winter months. Re-
porting these swarms via the Pub-
lic Reporting Tool will aid research-
ers and treatment staff alike in the 
effort to slow the spread of this in-
vasive insect.

In 2019, more than 90,000 
sightings were reported to the 
PA Department of Agriculture, 
with the majority coming in dur-
ing the September swarm. In 
2020, the department saw a 50-
80% increase in the number of 
early season peaks compared to 
2019.

PennDOT Driver License, Photo 
Centers Closed for Columbus Day/
Indigenous People’s Day Holiday
 
By Ronald Young

Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT) today announced that all driver license and photo centers, 
including its full-service center in Harrisburg, will be closed Saturday, 
October 7, 2023, through Monday, October 9, 2023, in observance of 
the Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day holiday. 

 Customers may still obtain a variety of driver and vehicle products 
and services, including all forms, publications and driver training man-
uals, online through PennDOT’s Driver and Vehicle Services website, 
www.dmv.pa.gov.   

 Driver and vehicle online services are available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week and include driver’s license, photo ID and vehicle 
registration renewals; driver-history services; changes of address; 
driver license and vehicle registration restoration letters; ability to pay 
driver license or vehicle insurance restoration fee; driver license and 
photo ID duplicates; and driver exam scheduling. There are no addi-
tional fees for using online services.

 A complete listing of PennDOT driver and photo license center clos-
ings in 2023 is available online. If you are planning to visit one of 
PennDOT’s On-Line Messenger Service Centers, please call ahead 
for hours of operation during holidays.


