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Allentown School District and Da Vinci 
Science Center Celebrate the Launch of 
the ASD STREAM Academy
By Tamara Krizek

ALLENTOWN, Pa, Sept. 26, 2024 – On Tuesday morning, the Allentown 
School District (ASD) and Da Vinci Science Center proudly celebrated the of-
ficial opening of the ASD STREAM Academy, an innovative program designed 
to inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers, and creative problem-
solvers. This collaborative effort, the first of its kind in the region, represents 
a groundbreaking partnership between a school district and a science center, 
bringing cutting-edge STEM and arts education directly to students.

The STREAM Academy—Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics—was developed with the goal of creating immersive, hands-
on learning opportunities that will engage students in critical thinking, creativ-
ity, and innovation. By combining academic excellence with real-world appli-
cations, the program is set to empower Allentown’s youth with the skills they 
need to succeed in a rapidly changing world.

“We are thrilled to partner with the Da Vinci Science Center to bring this 
unique program to life,” said ASD Superintendent and CEO, Dr. Carol Birks. 
“The STREAM Academy will not only broaden our students’ horizons in sci-
ence and technology, but it will also foster a deep love of learning and explora-
tion across multiple disciplines.”

The opening event featured remarks from ASD leadership, representatives 
from Da Vinci Science Center, and local community leaders, all highlighting 
the positive impact the program will have on the children of Allentown.

“The STREAM Academy is a model for what education can be—engaging, 
innovative, and transformative,” said Lin Erickson, Executive Director and 
CEO of the Da Vinci Science Center. “Our goal is to inspire curiosity and equip 
students with the tools to solve complex problems, which will benefit not just 
the students but the community as a whole.”

The ASD STREAM Academy will offer a wide range of hands-on projects, 
interactive exhibits, and educational experiences, all designed to integrate sci-
ence and the arts in ways that are both fun and educational. The program will 
serve students across the district and provide them with unparalleled access 
to the resources of the Da Vinci Science Center, including access to spe-
cial exhibits, industry professionals, and technology rarely found in traditional 
classrooms.

For more information about the ASD STREAM Academy, please contact 
Kendal Askins at Kendal.askins@davincisciencecenter.org.

A Century of Easton Area High School’s 
Marching Band
By By Rep Joe Emrick
Easton Area High School’s marching band recently celebrated 100 years of musical per-
formances. Alumni from across the country attended the anniversary ceremony and par-
ticipated in various activities, including performing in the 50th anniversary of the First Flag 
Band Festival. I was honored to present a House citation to band director Chris Ballantine 
and Palmer Township resident Kathy Raub.

Bethlehem Township Police Department 
National Night Out
  
By By Rep Joe Emrick
Earlier this week, Bethlehem Township Police Department held its annual National Night 
Out (NNO). NNO is an opportunity to bring law enforcement and neighbors together un-
der positive circumstances. My district office staff is pictured with Bethlehem Township 
Police Chief Gregory Gottschall.


