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Bill to Improve Early Literacy Poised for Enactment
By Senator Rosemary Brown

The Senate and House unanimously passed and sent to the governor legislation to give stu-
dents the best chance at lifelong success through a strong, evidence-based reading program.

Senate Bill 801 would provide schools with resources to dramatically improve early literacy in 
Pennsylvania. First, it would bolster reading instruction by giving schools a comprehensive list of 
evidence-based reading curricula. Second, it would help schools identify struggling readers early 
via universal screening by providing a list of high-quality screeners. Third, it would ensure educa-
tors are properly trained to use the structured literacy curriculum and screeners by creating a list 
of high-quality professional development programs.

Low literacy scores are a problem that spans the geographic and demographic spectrum, with 
urban cities and rural communities struggling to help their students read proficiently at their age 
level. Studies show that childhood reading difficulties can produce long-term effects and dramati-
cally impact someone’s chances of success.


