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By Congressman Ryan Mackenzie
As I said at my recent town hall, I’ve been working alongside my colleagues to find commonsense 

solutions to extend these tax credits and prevent a large premium spike for those buying insurance 
on Pennie — Pennsylvania’s insurance marketplace. As part of that effort, I believe that we should 
examine ways to increase the efficiency of the program, including by establishing income eligibility 
caps. This would ensure that taxpayer money only goes to the people who need it, not high-income 
earners.

Unfortunately, the decision by some Senate Democrats to block a clean, bipartisan funding bill has 
resulted in a government shutdown. This has brought discussions about these vital tax credits to a 
halt, making it harder to find solutions that deliver working families the relief that they need. In order to 
deliver price relief to working families, I’m calling on Senate Democrats to join the bipartisan majority 
in passing a clean, nonpartisan government funding bill so that we can re-open the government and 
start delivering solutions on healthcare. 

By Congressman Ryan Mackenzie
This week, I visited PathStone Head 

Start in Lehighton to hear directly 
from staff and parents about how the 
ongoing government shutdown may 
impact their program and the fami-
lies they serve. Head Start provides 
vital early education and support to 
children across the Lehigh Valley and 
the Poconos — giving kids the prepa-
ration that they need to start school. 
Unfortunately, Pathstone is at risk of 
closing its doors for Head Start if they 
don’t receive funding before the end 
of the month. 


