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Ford added that either candidate “is going to get something done with the
border.”

All three supported higher education for the challenging experiences it
brings and for the opportunities to find a middle ground on significant issues.
Meanwhile, Steele also warned the audience of the issues prevalent in K-12
education systems.

“We don’t even teach civics anymore,” he said. “Most people don’t know how
we elect our public officials.”

Other questions posed by Hurd focused on division in the country, which be-
gan with a critique of the lack of multiple presidential debates in 2024. Steele,
Ford and Hurd also criticized “sound bites” from both Trump’s and Harris’ cam-
paigns that often make up political arguments, some of which turn personal
and fail to focus on policy.

“Our democracy is dependent on educated citizens, but we’re not talking
about education, and how educated are citizens if we’re talking in sound
bites?” Hurd said.

When asked by Hurd to say what they most looked forward to, Ford praised
record early voting efforts in Georgia and North Carolina, foreshadowing high-
er voter turnouts.

“We have more tools at our disposal to fix things,” Ford said.

Chris Byrnes ’26, the president of Lafayette Votes, and members of the or-
ganization set up tables for students to register to vote before the event. By-
rnes spoke to Steele and Ford after the event.

“I think this was a great event to bring in some big-name actors in the politi-
cal arena to discuss really important topics,” he said.

“They weren’t your typical Republicans and Democrats that you would see,
they both had interesting perspectives on the upcoming election,” Eszter His-
cott '26 said.

In his closing remarks, Steele turned to the students.

“You’re the generation that is going to fix the stuff that my generation has
screwed up, because we have in a lot of ways,” Steele said. “That’s part of the
experience.”
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Warren County Habitat for Humanity Celebrates 25
Years with Annual Beams and Dreams Fundraiser

By Brittany Krug / Public Relations Manager Warren County Habitat for Humanity

WARREN COUNTY NJ - This year’s annual Beams and Dreams fundraiser was nothing
short of a celebration for Warren County Habitat for Humanity’s (Warren County Habitat)
25th Anniversary! The energy was high, as guests enjoyed perusing the many silent auction
baskets, partaking in a meal of hearty hors d’oeuvres, taking photos at a beautifully crafted
balloon arch, and so much more. The event was one of Warren County Habitat's most
successful, raising over $50,000
towards future home builds and re-
pairs in Warren County!

Compared to past years, this
year’s annual event flowed more
freely. Instead of guests finding the
entertainment, the entertainment
found them! Henry Carlyle, the
evening’s magician, would appear ' -
and perform magic tricks for guests =
on the spot, to their amazement.
He skillfully transported a foam
rabbit from his hand to that of the
guest watching him, dazzled with a
wallet full of flames, and took the
classic “Is this your card?” trick to
a new level.

For a brief respite from the loud
bustle of the event, guests took ad-
vantage of the space in the Hawk
Pointe Golf Club foyer where lo-
cal artist Irene Kotinsky created
personalized, detailed sketches of
them. After enjoying the festivities and each other’s company, it was almost time for the
live auction, and for Bert Baron, morning host at WRNJ and the night's emcee, to shine.

Paddles were in the air the second the auction began! Bert described the items in detail
to the guests, including a 14’ kayak, a one-week trip for two to a stunning beach house
in Myrtle Beach, eight hours of handyman services, a sight-seeing plane ride and an off-
roading experience generously donated by OK4WD.

With over 155 guests in attendance, this year's Beams and Dreams was a success all
around for Warren County Habitat. The organization is hoping to double the number of
repairs performed within the next year, expand their reach into Sussex County, finish their
current home build in Harmony Township and construct three duplexes in Franklin Town-
ship.

The funds will also help support their second retail location, The HUT, where customers
can purchase donated clothing, coats, jewelry, shoes, accessories and more for bargain
prices. All proceeds from sales go back into programming for the organization.

Warren County Habitat would like to acknowledge Hawk Pointe Golf Club yet again
for the use of their gorgeous venue. While there are many organizations who supported
this event, they would especially like to thank Elizabethtown Gas, Valley Bank, Warren
Thompson and Son Roofing and Siding, DM Millwork/Builders General Supply, DSM-fir-
menich and PBR Roofing LLC for being Beams and Dreams’ Roof Sponsors this year.

For more information on the Home Repair Program, Warren County Habitat's Home-
ownership Program, the ReStore, The HUT, the Community Center and more, follow War-
ren County Habitat on Facebook at www.facebook.com/warrencountynjhabitat, Instagram
@warrenhabitatforhumanity, or visit their website at www.warrenhabitat.org.
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Bert Baron of WRNJ (Left) emcees the event, with Ben Es-
kow, Executive Director of Warren County Habitat (Right).




