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Lv Zoo Welcomes Another Scimitar-horned Oryx Calf To The Herd
Lehigh Valley Health Network is the Official Motherhood Partner of the LV Zoo

By Matt Proinence
(Schnecksville, PA) – Lehigh Valley Zoo, along with Lehigh 

Valley Health Network (LVHN), is excited to welcome another 
scimitar-horned oryx calf to the herd. Born to mother, Too Haute, 
this is the 11th oryx calf born at the LV Zoo since 2014. Most re-
cently, Scotty Jr. was born on Aug. 4. LVHN is the Official Moth-
erhood Partner of the Lehigh Valley Zoo.

Since its birth on Oct. 8, the yet-to-be-named, female oryx calf 
and her mother spent just over a week apart from the herd to al-
low for bonding, nursing, and rest. This is the second calf born to 
Too Haute and father, Bakuli. Their daughter, Eclipse, was born 
at the LV Zoo on Nov. 9, 2022. Interestingly, both parents were 
also born at LV Zoo, Too Haute in 2019 and Bakuli -- who was 
transferred to Fossil Rim Wildlife Center (Glen Rose, TX) this 
past March -- in 2020.

Oryx gestation lasts approximately nine months, after which 
a single calf is 
born weighing ap-
proximately 20-30 
pounds. For com-
parison, adult males 
weigh between 300-
400 pounds and 
adult females weigh 
between 200-300 
pounds. Calves 
are born with a yel-
low coat that lacks 
the distinguishing 
marks of the adult 
oryx. Calves start 
to wean around 3.5 
months, at which 
time they become 
fully independent. 
Both males and fe-
males have long 
thin horns, which 
can grow more than 
three feet in length.

As an accredited 
member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), LV Zoo 
has participated in the Species Survival Plan (SSP) for scimitar-
horned oryx for more than 10 years. Since bringing this species to 
Schnecksville in 2007, the Zoo has served as a successful breed-
ing facility for this endangered antelope. In the 1980’s, the scimi-
tar-horned oryx was declared extinct in the wild. Since that time, 
global efforts have been ongoing to aid in their conservation and 
reintroduction to the areas in Africa where they once roamed.

The Oryx calf still needs a name. In partnership with Lehigh Val-
ley Health Network (LVHN), LV Zoo is hosting a naming poll on 
Facebook this week — allowing guests and followers the oppor-
tunity to decide the final official name by voting for their favorite 
finalist.

Guests can visit the new Oryx calf along with the rest of the LV 
Zoo residents during LV Zoo’s in-season business hours of 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. seven days a week. Tickets can be purchased at 
lvzoo.org.
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