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By Congressman Ryan Mackenzie
Several weeks ago, I joined a bipartisan majority in the U.S. House of Representatives to pass a 

clean, nonpartisan government funding bill that would keep our government open. That nonpartisan 
bill has proceeded to the Senate, and while it continues to receive support from the bipartisan majority, 
some Senate Democrats are blocking it from receiving the 60 votes that are needed. This has resulted 
in a government shutdown. 

As the shutdown continues, families across the Lehigh Valley and the Poconos are feeling the 
strain. I recently visited Second Harvest Food Bank to meet with staff and volunteers who are working 
tirelessly to keep food on the tables of families in need. Second Harvest is the region’s largest network 
of food banks and serves as a critical safety net for thousands of residents. 

The shutdown has made that mission harder. The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services 
recently announced that SNAP benefits will not be issued again until the federal government reopens. 
The shutdown isn’t just a headline; it means empty pantries for families across the Lehigh Valley and 
the Poconos. With federal employees missing paychecks and food assistance programs halted, local 
food banks like Second Harvest are seeing increased demand.

Here’s what SNAP recipients need to know:
SNAP benefits will not be issued for November until the federal government is funded.
Any unused October benefits remain safe and can roll over into next month.
This poses a serious risk for tens of thousands of local families who rely on SNAP in order to put 

food on the table. The unnecessary and reckless government shutdown must end immediately. I con-
tinue to call on Senate Democratic Leadership to vote for the clean, bipartisan continuing resolution 
that will re-open the government and fully fund SNAP. 

I also cosponsored H.R. 5822, the Keep Snap Funded Act of 2025. This legislation would ensure 
that families continue to receive SNAP benefits even during a government shutdown. This bill directs 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to continue issuing benefits during a lapse in appropriations, gives 
the Secretary of Agriculture access to emergency funds to maintain SNAP operations, and allows the 
USDA to retroactively restore missed benefits once funding resumes. This commonsense legislation 
ensures no eligible family loses access to food because of political gridlock. 

If you or your family are affected and need immediate food assistance, visit my government shut-
down webpage for information on local food banks. 

My team is here to help. Whether you need assistance with a federal agency or want to share your 
thoughts on legislation, don’t hesitate to reach out. Call us at (202) 225-6411 or visit my website for 
more information.

Stay connected! Follow me on Facebook, X, and Instagram for updates on my work in Washington 
and across the district.

As always, I’m honored to represent the Lehigh Valley and the Poconos.


