
NOVEMBER 5, 2019                                 BLUE VALLEY TIMES                      PAGE  9

F A L L  I S  H E R E
Time to start thinking about protecting your 

outside furnishings & storage 
of vehicles and motorcycles.  

Clean out your cluttered 
basements rooms & closets.

Call And Check Out Our Low Prices And New Specials
INN TOWN
STORAGE

OFFICE
HOURS:

MON - THUR  9:00- 4:00PM
FRIDAY 9:00 - 12:30PM

storage to clean out cluttered spaces, 
or just make room. Easy access for storage 

610-905-3716 Wind Gap 18091

MC2 is hiring.

For more information, please contact:

MC2 | Human Resources
Jes Petion

O (551) 502-5058
jpetion@mc-2.com

MC2 is looking for candidates to fill the following positions at 
our Pen Argyl, PA production facility:

• Carpenters/Cabinet Makers
• Metal Fabricators
• Project Managers
• AutoCAD/Drafters

MC² offers a robust benefits package including:
Medical, Dental, 401K, Vision, company paid Life Insurance, 
company paid Long Term Disability, Short Term Disability, 
Accident and Critical Illness Insurance--plus more. 

Our culture fosters team work, individual strength, and 
innovation, all in a dynamic environment!

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

Save The Delaware Water Gap “No Jurassic Fence”
By Michael Ortoski

UPPER MT. BETHEL - On October 25th John Bermingham Chairman, UMBT Supervisors held a Community 
Meeting at Mt. Bethel Fire hall on “I-80 Rockfall Fence and Safety Concerns” that was well attended.

The subject was a rock wall fence proposal from New Jersey Department of Transportation that has proposed 
installing a (roughly) $59.5 million dollar, half-mile long, fence along 
I-80, just a mile before the Pennsylvania border. 

The fence, often referred to as the “Jurassic Park-style fence”, 
is being installed to guard against potential rockfalls according to 
NJDOT. There is deep concern surrounding this project. First, ques-
tioning its necessity and whether or not it is the best utilization of 
tax-payer dollars. Secondly, a wall of this magnitude would destroy 
the scenic, and iconic, beauty of the Delaware Water Gap. 

Lastly, this section of I-80 hosts an incredible number of commut-
ers and tourists, and any closings or significant delays will have 
truly detrimental effects to our region. Particularly for a project that 
is estimated to last four years and coincide with the scheduled 
widening of Rt. 80 in Stroudsburg just a few miles up the road at the 
same time.

In attendance were Senator Scavello and Senator Brown who 
both support the communities who oppose the construction of 
the wall and pledged to find ways to solve the issue and coalition 

leaders Chris N Tara Mezzanotte who were getting people to sign their petition opposing the project. Mayors fron 
two N.J. communities that will be directly effected Mayors Adele Starrs from Knolton TWSP. and Kevin Duffy from 
Hardwick TWSP. came to work together with their neighbor to fight the wall.

Senator Scavello said “You have to fix the real problem first, the highway” referring to moving the ‘S’ turn lanes 
that are closest to the wall further away.  “I will be going to Washington with other representatives in the coming 
weeks to bring this issue to the forefront, let’s follow the money trail.”  

Scavello is hoping that all parties concerned will see the economic devastation and traffic jams this project will 
bring along with the scheduled widening of Rt. 80 in Stroudsburg just a few miles up the road at the same time.

The large turnout greatly demonstrated the need for stronger communication and the genuine overall concern for 
this project.

“I’ve reached out to Governor Wolf requesting he and New Jersey Governor, Phil Murphy, meet to discuss this 
project with our transportation departments and the Federal Highway Commission to fully review the project’s ne-
cessity, alternatives and impacts” said Senator Brown.

The audience got a chance to voice there opinions as the microphone whipped around the room.  Sharon Davis 
from Senic Wild Delaware River group said her group opposes the project because their mission is the total oppo-
site of the planned project, “protect the river and it’s natural beauty of the surrounding area”.

Other residents of the Portland area say the towns closest to the construction will be litterly shut down because of 
traffic. “No one is going to want to travel to any business in the area, it will be an economic disaster!.”

“How will emergency vehicles get to accidents, fires and then to hospitals?”  In the winter time where will you put 
the snow with only one lane opened on the north bound lane of Rt. 80?  These are some of the questions that need 
to be answered before any money is spent on the project.

Senator Brown, Bob Kilbanks (Rep. Emrick’s Office), Senator Scavello, Robert Teel,  Mayor Kevin 
Duffy from Hardwick TWSP., Mayor Adele Starrs from Knolton TWSP., John Bermingham Chair-
man, UMBT Supervisors

Right - Sharon Davis from Senic Wild Delaware 
River group said her group opposes the project 
because their mission is the total opposite of the 
planned project, “protect the river and it’s natural 
beauty of the surrounding area”.

Senator Brown

Senator ScavelloJohn Bermingham Chairman, 
UMBT Supervisors

Mayor Kevin Duffy from 
Hardwick TWSP.

L-R: Sam Lovett, Ben Kanofsky, Lois Silver (TGAI Film Instructor), Liam Scheer, and Mary Warnagiris.  
Not pictured: Hannah Grasserbauer and Ethan Riddle.

Totts Gap Arts Wins Best Original Film at the Pocono 
Mountains Film Festival
By Pam Stopfer / Office Administrator Totts Gap Arts Institute
POCONO MOUNTAIN -  Congratulations to the Totts Gap Arts 2019 Summer Film Intensive students 
who won Best Original Film at the Pocono Mountains Film Festival held at Mount Airy Lodge on Oc-
tober 26, 2019.  “We are so proud of the efforts and dedication our students had in making this film a 
reality.  It is such an honor to have received such an award” said Lois Silver (TGAI Film Instructor.  

NEW DATE AND TIME
November 16th Noon to 2pm with ribbon cutting ceremony at 12:15pm.

Look Out Fire Co. Grand Opening
By Michael Ortoski

PEN ARGYL - At their Monthly meeting the Look Out Fire Co. voted to set a date for their grand 
opening, ribbon cutting ceremony and open house.

November 16th Noon to 2pm with ribbon cutting ceremony by Slate Belt Chamber at 12:15pm. 
Tours of the new facility will be guided by members of the Fire Co. and light refreshments will be 

served.
The public is encouraged to come out and see the state of the art facility and support one of the 

finest first responders in the Slate Belt.

INSTANT REPLAY
SPORTING GOODS
31 w. 1St., Wind Gap  610-863-4600  instrep31@gmail.com
TEAM EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS
Corporate Apparel & Accessories
Screen Printing and Embroidery

INSTANT REPLAY
SPORTING GOODS

 Apparel CUSTOMIZE APPAREL 1-?  
QUICK TURNAROUND

YOUR DESIGN OR OURS
SCHOOLS, EVENTS, TEAMS, 

CLUBS, BUSINESSES



November 11
Portland Fire Co

Starts 7pm

November 12
Bushkill Twp Fire Co

Doors 5pm 
Starts 7pm

November 8
Wind Gap Fire Co
Doors 5pm; Starts 

6:45pm

November 9
Immaculate 
Conception
Doors 11am; 
Starts 1pm

November 10
St. Elizabeth Church

Starts 1pm

November 7
Kunkletown Fire Co

Progressive 
Jackpot - 7pm

November 11 November 9

The Show Room On 512

WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
Gold, Silver, Jewelry, Coins, Estates,  

Antiques, Used Furniture, CD’s, 
DVD’s, Video Games and Systems

245 South Main St. Pen Argyl
Hours: Wed. - Sun. 10-6pm

484-619-1176
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Our Services Include:
Meal Preparation • Transportation • Lt. Housekeeping

Personal Grooming & Dressing • Overnight Supervision • Companionship

LICENSED & BONDED INSURED

KEEPING SENIORS INDEPENDENT
101 Timberlane Drive ~ Bangor, PA

610-881-4500 or 610-588-6000

EOE
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Need Those Odd Jobs Around
The House Done Today?

Call MeToday!

570-517-6596
References available from residential

to commercial sources.

HANDY MAN
Need Those

HANDY MANTony’s S E R V I C E

I Do It All..... No Job Too Small!
Painting Inside/Outside, 

Light Plumbing/Electric, Carpeting 
Water Damage, Sheetrock, Ceramic Tile, 

Hardwood & Vinyl Flooring,
Gutters Cleaned, Snow Removal,

Garage Cleanout

FRAUD WATCH NETWORK
Bank Impostor Scam

A new scam that has emerged this summer involves criminals posing as bank representatives and offering 
to pick up a customer’s “compromised” bank card. This scam originates over the phone with the impostor 

offering to send a ”senior services” agent to the house to pick 
up the credit card or debit card and PIN  so the problem can be 
fixed. The crook then racks up credit card debt or drains check-

ing accounts attached to debit cards. 
Know this: banks don’t have “senior service centers” from 

which they send bank employees to your home. If you get a 
call like this, hang up

Be a fraud fighter!  If you can spot a scam, you can stop a scam 
and remember, only scammers ask you to pay with gift cards.

Be a fraud fighter!  If you can spot a scam, you can stop 
a scam.

Visit the AARP Fraud Watch Network at www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork  or call the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network Helpline at 1-877-908-3360 to report a scam or get help if you’ve fallen victim.

NPS Headquarters Closed for Renovations
 By Kathleen Sandt, Public Affairs Specialist
BUSHKILL - Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area’s headquarters building on River Road 

in Bushkill, PA, is currently closed for renovations and will remain closed for up to a year while work 
is completed.  During the closure, visitor services operations will be relocated to the Bushkill Meeting 
Center on Route 209.   Pass sales, visitor information, NPS passport stamps, and the park bookstore 
are all available at the meeting center which is open weekdays (except federal holidays) from 8:30 
am until 4:30 pm.  Employees with offices at park headquarters have been relocated to other offices 
throughout the park. The park’s mailing address and phone numbers have not changed.

The renovation includes a complete replacement of the existing electrical, tele-data, and telephone 
systems and replacement of an accessible vertical lift/elevator at the headquarters complex.  The 
work requires a complete shutdown of electricity to the building during key portions of the renovations.  
The project will replace old and outdated building components, comply with current building codes, 
and restore accessibility to both floors of the headquarters building.

The contract was awarded to Genco General Contractors and is expected to be completed by 
August of 2020. A portion of the headquarters parking lot will be used as a staging area, but some 
parking on the south side of the site next to the rock wall has been reserved for visitors who want to 
hike the McDade Trail.

Building renovations are part of ongoing efforts to reduce building deferred maintenance, increase 
energy efficiency, and improve accessibility and safety.  This project is managed and funded by the 
National Park Service.

Supporting PA’s First Responders
Rep. Joe Emrick

BANGOR - In the 1970s, there were more than 300,000 active volunteer firefighters in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. Our volunteer emergency services were at their most robust. Before 
long, though, those numbers began to decline at a drastic rate. How drastic? The number of active 
volunteer firefighters in 2019 is closer to 30,000. 

With the declining number of volunteer emergency responders reaching critical levels, we in the 
state House recently brought forth a “Helpers and Heroes” package of legislation designed to assist 
with the recruitment and retention efforts of volunteer fire and ambulance companies across the 
state. 

The bills also respect the efforts of these emergency responders by allowing them to better use 
existing funds as part of recommendations made by the SR6 Commission, a 39-member commis-
sion comprised of lawmakers and a variety of fire and emergency response stakeholders. 

Among the bills passed by the House this week are those that would allow volunteer fire relief 
money to be used for retention of existing volunteer members and providing incentives for recruiting 
new volunteer firefighters (House Bill 1673); make online training more readily available to current 
and prospective first responders (Senate Bill 146) and a host of other bills.

When our emergency services are in trouble, we are all in trouble. We in the House are com-
mitted to supporting these services and working proactively to help volunteer fire and ambulance 
companies every step of the way. 


