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Lehigh Valley Recognizes the Impact of
Veteran-Owned Businesses

By Paul Muschick and Nicole Radzievich Mertz

LEHIGH VALLEY - In a cybersecurity command center in South Whitehall Township,
Army veteran Michael Hawkins runs Netizen with the same discipline he once brought
to the field to protect clients
from digital assaults.

Twenty miles away, fellow
veteran Chad Butters grows
the grains he will use for
Eight Oaks Farm Distillery’s
prized bourbon, using a re- .
generative farming practice Iy
that leaves things better than - ~
they found them. n A

Both are proof that service Il ‘ 5
does not end when the uni- '+ I
form comes off. -

“If you hire someone com- '
ing out of the military, you
know what their skillset is, you know what their mindset is. You know what their work
ethic is, what their so-called ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ skills are. Hard skills can be taught, soft
skills can be much, much harder to teach but they are ingrained in you in the military,”
Hawkins told Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation (LVEDC) in a 2022
interview.

Netizen and Eight Oaks Farm Distillery are among the 500 veteran-owned business-
es in the Lehigh Valley, employing about 5,000 people, according to the U.S. Census’
Annual Business Survey 2022, the latest data available.

Veteran-owned businesses, which account for 4% of all Lehigh Valley businesses,
play an important role in our economy.

Butters, an Army aviator for 25 years, said in a video by Discover Lehigh Valley that
veteran-owned businesses strengthen communities because they “have a mindset of
being purpose-oriented and community-oriented.”

“The support that you give to that veteran-owned business is coming back to the com-
munity. There’s no doubt that that veteran-owned business is concerned about making
an impact that’s a positive impact within their communities,” he said.

Hawkins served as an information systems security officer and military police investi-
gator in the Army. During his service, he was named one of the Army’s “most proficient
and capable leaders.”

Netizen helps the military, manufacturers, regional banks, health care providers, and
more prevent cyber breaches with security monitoring, compliance and vulnerability
assessments, and penetration tests.

In the 2022 interview with LVEDC, Hawkins explained how his service prepared him
to launch his own business.
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“‘My background was technically law enforce-
ment, but they found out | have unique skills
when it comes to technology. | was appointed
the information security systems officer for basi-
cally every unit | was in. | did similar work for the
Department of Veterans Affairs in Philadelphia
once | got out of the military,” he said.

Eight Oaks Distillery, in Lynn Township, is a
“farm to glass/farm to bottle” business with a 40-
acre farm where it grows all the grains it uses
to craft a wide range of award-winning spirits, including bourbon, rye whiskey, vodka,
and gin. It obtains other ingredients, such as apple cider for its apple jack, from nearby
farms.

Eight Oaks partners with several veterans’ organizations, including Tails of Valor and
the Farmer Veteran Coalition.

Some of the employees at Eight Oaks Distillery and Netizen are veterans, too.

“If you tell a veteran this company or person has an emergency, that this is now our
mission focus and it needs to be done by this date, then it's done by that date. The
mission-focus and team orientation is really beneficial in this industry,” Hawkins told
LVEDC.

COURT ORDERED
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
ON THE PREMISES
207 SOMERSET DRIVE (PENN ESTATES)
EAST STROUDSBURG, STROUD TOWNSHIP, MONROE COUNTY, PA 18301
11 AM. MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2025 RAIN, SNOW OR SHINE
AFFORDABLE 3 BEDROOM HOME

REAL ESTATE consists of approx. 1,496 Sq.Ft. 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2 Fireplace, Attached
Garage. Tax Map 17.15E.1.310
INSPECTIONS: TUESDAY NOV. 25™ 1-3P.M.

SATURDAY DEC. 6™ 11 -1P.M.
Drive to Main Gate of Penn Estates, Go to Office and request Gate Pass. Must show Driver’s
Lic. and Reg. Card. Drive approx. | mile, go right on Sterling Drive and left on Somerset Drive.
TERMS: $10,000 BANK CASHIER’S CHECK (payable to Jack Muehlhan Auctioneer
Escrow) AT SALE. BALANCE AT SETTLEMENT WITHIN 30 DAYS.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Rare opportunity to BUY a nice home at a price you won’t believe.
Must be SOLD.
SALE ORDERED BY:
Attorney Robert Kidwell
Master in Partition Action

JACK MUEHLHAN
REAL ESTATE AUCTIONEER AU000643L
“The Name You Can Trust”
P. 0. BOX 999
STROUDSBURG, PA 18360
570-421-8333
Remember: You are only going to pay one more bid than someone else was willing to Pay.
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Braca Chureh

404 E. Mountain Ave, Pen Argyl
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November 22, 2025
9am - 3pm
Bake Sale - Crafters - Vendors
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