DECEMBER 1. 2020 BLUE VALLEY TIMES

DCNR Requires Out-Of-State Visitors To Have
Negative COVID- 19 Test Or Quarantlne Before
Visiting Parks a5 |

By DCNR

HARRISBURG - Pennsylva-
nia Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR)
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn
announced changes to operat-
ing procedures for state park
and forest facilities that will
require out-of-state visitors to
comply with orders intended to
prevent the spread and mitigate
the impacts of COVID-19.

“Since the beginning of ef-
forts to address the pandemic
we have kept our state park
and forest lands open to all so
that people can safely enjoy
outdoor recreation as a way to
maintain positive physical and
mental health, and that will continue to be the case,” Dunn said. “We are making some changes to our
overnight stays for out-of-state-visitors and our programming to help decrease the spread of COVID-
19.”

For the safety of visitors and staff, DCNR will be requiring guests to cancel and refunds will be issued
if they are unable to honor mitigation efforts:

Anyone who visits from another state must have a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hrs prior to
entering the commonwealth;

If someone cannot get a test or chooses not to, they must quarantine for 14 days upon arrival in
Pennsylvania before visiting a state park or forest; and Pennsylvanians visiting other states are re-
quired to have a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours prior to their return to the commonwealth or
to quarantine for 14 days upon return.

Out-of-state visitors cannot use state park overnight facilities to meet the 14-day quarantine require-
ment. Out-of-state residents visiting for the day also must comply with the mitigation efforts.

Visitors who don’t comply may be fined between $25 and $300.

Visitor center exhibit halls and interpretive areas will be closed, and all indoor programs will be can-
celed. Restrooms will continue to be available.

Masks are required to be worn: In park and forest offices; In any other indoor public space including
restrooms; During both indoor and outdoor special events and gatherings; and Outdoors when visitors
are unable to adequately social distance.

All outdoor environmental education and recreation programs will be limited to 20 people, to include
staff and volunteer leaders. Masks must be worn by all participants, and services will be denied if visi-
tors cannot comply.

These changes are effective today, and will remain in effect until at least January 15, 2021.

Dunn noted that visits to Pennsylvania state parks have increased by more than a million visitors a
month since the start of mitigation efforts, and that interest is expected to hold strong through the winter
and spring.

“We encourage people to embrace being active outdoors, even in the winter, because there are so
many benefits associated with enjoying nature,” Dunn said. “With the appropriate clothing and pre-
paredness, winter is among the most beautiful and peaceful times in our parks and forests.”

To help avoid exposure to COVID-19 and still enjoy the outdoors: Don’t hike or recreate in groups
— go with those under the same roof, and adhere to social distancing (stay 6 feet apart) Take hand sani-
tizer with you and use it regularly, Avoid touching your face, eyes, and nose Cover your nose and mouth
when coughing and sneezing with a tissue or flexed elbow If you are sick, stay home Visitors can help
keep state parks and forest lands safe by following these practices: Avoid crowded parking lots and
trailheads, Bring a bag and either carry out your trash or dispose of it properly Clean up after pets

Avoid activities that put you at greater risk of injury, so you don’t require a trip to the emergency
room

Pennsylvania has 121 state parks and 20 forest districts, and they are all open year round.

Information about state parks and forests is available on the DCNR website. Updates also are be-
ing provided on DCNR’s FacebookOpens In A New Window and TwitterOpens In A New Window ac-
counts.
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Excelent Condition, Electrict Start, Reverse, Studded
Track, Heated Hand Grips, Rear Removable Storage
bag, New Battery, Gagage Kept, Storage Cover,
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Lead. Create. Inspive

Join FuSia Dance Center in their 8th
season of dancing! FuSia's positive
learning environment and nurturing
staff provide dance education to
both recreational & pre-
professional students! With over 100
classes to chose from including
acro, ballet, creative dance,
contemporary, dance basics, hip
hop, jazz, jumps & turns, modern,
mommy & me, and tap, there is
truly something for everyonel!

New families can bring this flyer for $§15 off your first month's tuition!

2123 WEST MAIN STREET, STROUDSBURG, PA
570-421-7895 ~ INFO@FUSIADANCE.ORG
WWW.FUSIADANCE.ORG

Blue Mountain Community Library
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS TREE FUNDRAISER

Honor
or Memorialize a
family member or pet by
purchasing an ormament for our
Virtual Christmas Tree

Your virtual ornament will be posted
on our Facebook page
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Ornaments are $5.00 each
No limit to the number yvou request

216 S. Robinson Avenue, Pen Argyl
610 863 3029
www.bmcl.org

We accept cash or checks

PA Dept. of Health will hold a 5-day
COVID-19 drive-through testing site in
Northampton County

By Becky Bartlett

EASTON - The Pennsylvania Department of Health has extended a contract with AMI
Expeditionary Healthcare (AMI) to provide Northampton County with a COVID-19 testing
site for five days. Starting Wednesday, December 2 through Sunday, December 6, a drive-
thru/indoor walk-in testing clinic will be available from 9:00AM — 6:00PM at the William Penn
Highway Park & Ride at Emrick Blvd, Easton, PA 18045. Employees from Northampton
County Emergency Management Services will be on site to assist with coordination and
logistics.

“Northampton County is experiencing a spike in Coronavirus cases and we're grateful
to the Pennsylvania Department of Health for providing us with additional testing,” says
Lamont McClure. “Currently, 10% of PCR tests reported in the County are coming back
positive. | encourage any residents experiencing symptoms, or think they’ve been exposed,
to get tested for COVID-19.”

The clinic at the Park & Ride will be able to test up to 450 patients per day. Mid-nasal pas-
sage swab PCR tests will be performed. Testing is on a first-come, first-serve basis and is
completely free to all patients. Patients must be ages three and older and are not required to
show symptoms of COVID-19 in order to be tested. No appointment is necessary. Patients
are encouraged to bring a photo-ID or insurance card. Registration will also be completed
on-site. The turnaround time for testing results is two to seven days after testing.

Individuals who are tested should self-quarantine while they await test results. Individuals
who live with other people should self-quarantine in a private room and use a private bath-
room if possible. Others living in the home with the individual awaiting test results should
also stay at home. The department has additional instructions for individuals waiting for a
COVID-19 test result. Individuals who test positive will receive a phone call from AMI while
individuals who test negative will receive a secured-PDF emailed to them from AMI.

For the latest information for individuals, families, businesses and schools, visit “Respond-
ing to COVID-19” on pa.gov.

The Wolf Administration stresses the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to reduce the
spread of COVID-19:

Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer
if soap and water are not available.

Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands.

Clean surfaces frequently.

Stay home to avoid spreading COVID-19, especially if you are unwell.

If you must go out, you are required to wear a mask when in a business or where it
is difficult to maintain proper social distancing.

Download the COVID Alert PA app and make your phone part of the fight. The free
app can be found in the Google Play Store and the Apple App Store by searching for “covid
alert pa”.
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