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Wishing all Pennsylvanians a Happy Thanksgiving
By U.S. Senator Dave McCormick

Happy Thanksgiving! I’m so grateful for the chance to serve our Commonwealth in the U.S. Senate. 
From our rolling hills and rich farmland to the vibrant streets of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, I’m thank-
ful every day to represent the people of Pennsylvania. 

Every Thanksgiving, I take a moment to reflect on what I’m most grateful for -- starting with my 
incredible family. There are so many loved ones to mention, but today I am especially thinking of my 
amazing and supportive wife, Dina, our six wonderful daughters, and my parents, who raised my 
brother and me with so much love. I’m thankful for everything they’ve done and for the constant sup-
port they’ve given me.

I’m also deeply grateful for ev-
eryone who’s helped me along the 
way -- those who mentored me, 
supported me, and offered advice. 
From my days playing football and 
wrestling in Bloomsburg, to train-
ing with my West Point buddies, to 
serving with my platoon in Iraq, and 
working with supportive colleagues 
throughout my career, I am forever 
grateful for your encouragement 
and support.

Recently, I came across an old 
photo of me and my Army buddies on Thanksgiving together, and it reminded me of all those serving 
our country who cannot be home visiting with their families during the holidays. While those guys felt 
like family to me, I want to take a moment to recognize and honor all who are spending this Thanks-
giving away from their loved ones and thank them for their selfless service and sacrifice.

And finally, thank you to the people of Pennsylvania for trusting me with one of the greatest honors 
of my life -- representing you in the U.S. Senate. I’m grateful to my team and everyone who has been 
so helpful, supportive, and always there to offer good advice and feedback. I hope you’re able to 
spend today surrounded by people you love. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me and my team if 
there’s any way we can support you in the days and months ahead.

Meeting With Valor Clinic Foundation Leaders In 
Carbon County

By U.S. Senator Dave McCormick
Earlier this week, I had a great meeting 

with my good friends Mark Baylis, CEO of 
Valor Clinic Foundation, and Ty Poole, a 
community leader in Carbon County. We 
had a meaningful discussion about the 
tragic epidemic of veterans suicide, and 
we talked about how to work together to 
find additional federal resources that can 
be put into use to tackle this problem in 
Pennsylvania. I appreciate the extraor-
dinary work they’re doing for veterans 
across Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Where Monsters Are Made: The Lehigh Valley Manufacturer 
Behind the Movie Magic 
By Jill Yapsuga

 LEHIGH VALLEY - The final season of the 
hit science-fiction drama “Stranger Things” 
will be released Nov. 26, and fans who have 
been following along since it debuted have 
been treated to one of the cool things made 
in Lehigh Valley.

Smooth-On Inc., located in Macungie, de-
velops materials used to craft movie mon-
sters, things that go bump in the night at 
haunted attractions, and other creatures de-
signed to give you a scare.

From “Stranger Things” and “The Last of 
Us” to the James Bond and Harry Potter 
franchises, makeup and special effects art-
ists worldwide use Smooth-On products to 
bring other worlds to life.

Founded in 1895 by Vreeland Tompkins, 
Smooth-On began with a powder compound 
called Iron Cement, which, when mixed with 
water, repaired cracks and holes in iron 
pipes and tanks. Since then, Smooth-On 
has grown into an international brand known 
for its innovation in chemical manufacturing, 
room-temperature-cured rubbers, and plas-
tics.

The company is among the nearly 700 
manufacturers that make Lehigh Valley one 
of the Top 15% of manufacturing markets 
nationwide, based on Gross Domestic Product. Iconic brands such as Crayola crayons, Mack Trucks, 
Martin Guitars, and Lutron dimmers are among those made in Lehigh Valley.

Smooth-On’s 400,000-square-foot headquarters and facility is known for an elaborate showroom en-
tryway and unmistakable rooftop dragon. The showroom, Reynolds Advanced Materials, is open to the 
public, with items available for purchase for anyone to get creative at home, along with examples to spark 
imagination.

“The goal of our showrooms is to inspire people for the possibilities,” said Madeline Western, Smooth-
On’s Vice President of Sales and Marketing.

The company’s product lines of liquid silicones, urethane rubbers, foams, epoxies, and more are used 
across a range of industries, including molding and casting sound barriers for highways, medical simula-
tion, sculptures, and of course, special effects and cosplay.

Smooth-On, which has been in the Lehigh Valley for a decade, employs 200 locally and another 100 
worldwide. Located 60 minutes from Philadelphia and 90 from New York City, the Lehigh Valley’s location 
was key in the decision to move to the region. One-third of the U.S. population is within a day’s drive.

“We’re accessible by our global customer base who comes to visit us all the time,” Western said. “It’s 
just a very, accessible place to live. There’s something for everyone, and it’s big enough to be exciting, but 
small enough to feel like home.”


