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Slate Belt Rising Launches 
Commercial Lease Subsidy Program
Program will provide financial support to new and 
expanding businesses

By Steve Reider
SLATE BELT 

- Slate Belt Ris-
ing, a program of 
Community Action 
Committee of the 
Lehigh Valley (CA-
CLV), is introduc-
ing a Commercial 
Lease Subsidy 
Program to attract new and expanding businesses to the Boroughs 
of Bangor, Pen Argyl, Portland, and Wind Gap. This program will 
provide businesses the support they need to get off the ground, 
helping to build more vibrant downtown areas that attract more 
businesses and the talent needed to build a competitive economy, 
thus creating a stronger and more resilient community.

“This will serve as an incentive for new businesses to open or 
other businesses to expand in the Boroughs of Bangor, Pen Argyl, 
Portland, and Wind Gap,” said Stephen Reider, Director of Slate 
Belt Rising. “Our goals are to lower commercial vacancy rates, 
provide economic opportunity and create more vibrant business 
districts that are welcoming for residents and visitors alike.”

The program will provide financial support to a minimum of five 
businesses during their first six months of operation. Selected busi-
nesses will receive 100% of rent payments (up to $1,500 monthly) 
for their first three months and 50% of rent payments (up to $750 
monthly) for their next three months. The lease payments will be 
made for six consecutive months.

Slate Belt Rising anticipates that this will advance the economic 
viability of the Slate Belt through business development, job cre-
ation, and promotion of Slate Belt small businesses within and out-
side the community.

Any new business opening or moving into one of the boroughs or 
an existing business looking to open a second location within one 
of the boroughs may be eligible for the program. Applicants must 
be planning to lease between 500-5,000 square feet of first floor, 
market-rate office or retail space for a minimum 2-year term.

Applications are currently open and being accepted until Febru-
ary 12, 2021. For full guidelines and application, visit slatebeltris-
ing.org.


